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Lesson for July 4 in this issue 


Lesson 1.—Micaiah, a Prophet of Israel. 
1 Kings 22:1-40. 
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Awakening Silences 
By W. M. Czamanske 


OD spoke to Saul through Samuel, 
Advised him day by day; . 
But Saul ignored the prophet’s word 
And chose to disobey. 


At last, upon a mountaintop, 
When death stood at his door, 
We hear the anxious king exclaim, 
“God answers me no more!” 


The silence of the Lord to Saul 
Awoke his hidden fears; 

It bred remorse and deep despair, 
Not penitential tears. - 


Let none of us reject God’s Word, 
His holy will ignore, 

Lest He be silent unto us 
And answer us no more. 


He speaks that we may gladly hear, 
That we may never roam, 

But walk with Him and talk with Him 
Till we are safely Home. 


“Then Sudden Destruction” 


Judgment is coming upon this world. 
God is love, but He is also righteous. 
He so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son to save men; but if 
they will not have Him as Saviour, they 
must face Him as Judge. A faint illus- 
tration, in miniature, of certain aspects 
of the final judgment was witnessed in 
the disastrous flood on May 30 at Van- 
port, Oreg. In an Associated Press dis- 


patch were these vivid details: “Hun- 
dreds heard the warning signal, but 
thousands— lulled by earlier reports 
that they were in no imminent danger — 
appeared to ignore the danger and 
scoffed as neighbors dashed for the high 
dikes surrounding the mile-square area. 

. The frame buildings — built hur- 
riedly to house some 40,000 shipyard 
and other war workers—nearest the 
break were snatched from their founda- 
tions. . . . Residents had been advised 
shortly before that there was little dan- 
ger, that plenty of warning would be 
given if the dike were threatened.” G. 
G. MacNab, who was on the scene, 
wrote: “I passed an apartment build- 
ing where a dozen people lounged, the 
men in shirt sleeves. A woman said, 
‘They’re crazy, the water won’t get 
here.’” A flying instructor, Calvin Hul- 
bert, who saw the disaster from the air, 
said: “There was no warning trickle, 
no minor hole in the dike. There was 
suddenly a six-foot breach in the rail- 
road embankment. Then it was sixty 
feet, then six hundred... . It was agony 
to see the people bustling about trying 
to save furniture and clothes.” Another 
nan said: “We thought it was safe. Just 
ten minutes before it happened, we were 
told it was safe.” What a picture there 
is here of how men will risk their lives 
to save a few of their worldly goods; 
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of how they ignore or scoff at the warn- 
ings of those who urge them to flee from 
danger; and of the parable of the Lord 
Jesus, in which He contrasted those who 
heed His Word and build upon the Rock, 
and those who will not listen and build 
upon the sand. Our Lord said: “But 
as the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. For 
as in the days that were before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came, and took them 
all away; so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be” (Matt. 24:37-39). 
Paul wrote: “For yourselves know per- 
fectly that the day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night. For when they 
shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall 
not escape” (1 Thess, 5:2, 3). There are 
signs that His return may be near, and 
it is significant that hundreds of Chris- 
tians, who walk closely with God, are 
expecting the Lord soon. Let us not be 
turned aside from this blessed hope by 
the scorn of men, or the seeds of unbe- 
lief in our own hearts because of His 
long delay, but let us still “love his ap- 
pearing” and look eagerly forward to 
meeting face to face the One whom we 
love and serve. 
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ll. In the Hand of God 


(An editorial continued from last week) 


3. “The king’s heart is in the hand of 
the Lord” (Prov. 21:1), 


HE king is the representative of 
government; the king is often the 
maker of history; and the meaning 

of Solomon’s statement is that human 
history is in the hand of God. No king 
or ruler does exactly what he pleases 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings; 
that, when his glory shall be re- 
vealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy” (1 Pet. 4:13). 




















= 


in government and history; he does what 
God permits him to do. 

Solomon was a wise king; he gave 
himself to study the ways of God, and 
he understood that all history is in the 
hand of God. One of the most fruitful 
of all studies is history, and the study 
of history is an ancient one. In that 
great epic, the Book of Job, one of the 
friends says, “Enquire, I pray thee, of 
the former age, and prepare thyself to 
the search of their fathers. . . . Shall 
not they teach thee?” (Job 8:8, 10.) God 
is working out some great purpose in 
history, and in due time it wifl all be 
made plain, and we shall yet read his- 
tory with a new interest. 

As we look at a few illustrations of 
this truth, let us read first this remark- 





546 (2) * 


able statement, noting carefully every 
phrase of it: “O Lord God of our 
fathers, art not thou God in heaven? 
and rulest not thou over all the king- 
doms of the heathen [Heb., nations]? 
and in thine hand is there not power 
and might, so that none is able to with- 
stand thee?” (2 Chron. 20:6.) 

In the Bible we find a true philosophy 
of history, and all the principles of his- 
tory are seen in the Bible. Tertullian 
(A.D. 145-220), the brilliant apologist of 
the early church, in his famous Apology 
to the Rulers of the Roman Empire, has 
this to say regarding the hand of God 
in history: “Examine, then, and see if 
He be not the Dispenser of kingdoms, 
who is Lord at once of the world which 
is ruled; and of man himself who rules; 
if He have not ordained the changes of 
dynasties, with their appointed seasons; 
who was before all time and made the 
world a body of times; if the rise and 
fall of states are not the work of Him, 
under whose sovereignty the human race 
once existed without states at all.” 

Look at these samples in the Book 
of Daniel, setting forth this truth. Turn 
to chapter one, and what do we read? 
“In the thiré year of the reign of Jehoia- 
kim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and be- 
sieged it.” Jeremiah tells us that the 
Lord sent that king against the land 
(Jer. 25:9). Nebuchadnezzar was in the 
hand of God, and his coming against 
the land of Judah was of God. Had a 
newspaper reporter been writing Daniel 
1:1, 2, he would have said simply that 
Nebuchadnezzar won a great victory and 
took a great many prisoners. He never 
would have said anything about the 
Lord. The Bible shows the hand of God 
in battles and in wars and in history. 

Look at this wonderful statement in 
the second chapter of Daniel: “Blessed 
be the name of God for ever and ever: 
for wisdom and might are’his: and he 
changeth the times and the seasons: he 
removeth kings, and setteth up kings” 
(vs. 20, 21). Oh, yes, history is in the 
hand of God. He is guiding all its des- 
tinies; He is overruling all its events. 
Tennyson, in his poem, “The Idylls of the 
King,” under the heading, “The Passing 
of Arthur,” makes King Arthur say these 
words before he dies: 


The old order changeth, yielding place to 


new, 

And God fulfils Himself in many ways, 

Lest one good custom should corrupt the 

world. 

Look at this illustration from the Book 
of Ezra (1:1). The time had come for 
the return of the Jews to their own land, 
according to the word of the Lord 
through Jeremiah. The seventy years 
of captivity are ended, but how are the 
Jews to get back? “That the word of 
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
he made a proclamation throughout all 
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his kingdom, and put it also in writing, 
saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 
The Lord God of heaven hath charged 
me to build him an house at Jerusalem.” 
Cyrus says that the Lord God of Heaven 
gave him all the kingdoms of the earth; 
and Ezra says that to get the Jews back 
to the land, to build the Temple, God 
stirred up the spirit of the king, and 
caused him to send out the proclama- 
tion. You see it, do you not—the hand 
of God in history? Later on in his 
book, Ezra says, reviewing again the 
work of the king on behalf of his peo- 
ple, “The Lord had made them joyful, 
and turned the Heart of the king... 
unto them” (Ezra 6:22). 


All future history is in the hand of 
God. This also is the clear teaching 
of the Bible. “Lord, wilt thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom of Is- 
rael? And he said unto them, It is not 
for you to know the times or the sea- 
sons, which the Father hath put in his 
own power” (Acts 1:6, 7). 


“The king’s heart is in the hand of 
the Lord.” The king is also the repre- 
sentative of authority, so that we may 
further say that the authorities over us 
are in the hand of God, that is, the 
authorities of the government, and in 
the church, and in all the affairs of life. 
Do you believe that? You should. 


Jacob got into trouble because of his 
deceit and cunning. He fled to his uncle, 
Laban, and became servant to him. 
Laban deceived Jacob more times than 
Jacob deceived others. Laban was 
Jacob’s employer, and yet the record 
states that Laban, the employer of Ja- 
cob, was in the hand of God, and could 
do no: more to Jacob than God per- 
mitted. Note these verses: Jacob said 
to the daughters of Laban, now Jacob’s 
wives, “Your father hath deceived me, 
and changed my wages ten times; but 
God suffered him not to hurt me” (Gen. 
31:7). Laban himself had to admit that 
he was in the hand of God. . He said 
to Jacob: “It is in the power of my 
hand to do you hurt: but the God of 
your father spake unto me.. .” (Gen, 
31:29). He could not hurt Jacob be- 
cause God would not let him. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ stood be- 
fore Pilate, the governor of Judea, 
Pilate said to Christ, “Knowest thou not 
that I have power to crucify thee, and 
have power to release thee?” But the 
Lord answered, “Thou couldest have no 
power at all against me, except it were 
given thee from above” (John 19:10, 
11). Our Lord knew that all authorities 
over Him during His earthly life were 
in the hand of God. It will certainly 
te a means of grace to us all if we will 
but believe that: that all authorities 
over us, whether civil or ecclesiastical, 
are in the hand of God. If only all 
Christian workers would believe that, if 
only all pastors would believe it; what 


a lot af. grumbling and complaiging and 
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wrangling would cease in the Church. 
And why should we not believe it? 

4. In Psalm 31:5 we read, “Into thine 
hand I commit my spirit.” You recall 
that just as the Lord Jesus was about 
to die on the cross, He said, “Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit” 
(Luke 23:46). Those who read the Sep- 
tuagint will notice that the last words 
our Lord uttered from His cross were 
exactly as found in Psalm 31:5. It-is 
a wonderful thing —our Lord dying on 
the cross, and in those last moments 
breathing out His Spirit, surrendering it 
up to God, in the very words of His 
beloved Bible. How He must have read 
and loved His Bible! The teaching then 
from this Scripture and circumstance is 
that the spirits of the deceased are in 
the hand of God. The writer has chosen 
to use the word “deceased” because it 
means those who have gone from us here 
to another world. When they have left 
this life, where are they? The Bible 
furnishes the answer; no other book can 
or does. 

The spirits of all the deceased are in 

(Continued on page 550) 








Notes on Open Letters 
One Gram of Gold 


On page 366 of the April 24, 1948, 
issue of the Times it is stated that one 
a ma of gold weighs 2.2 pounds. One 

ilogram of gold weighs 2.2 pounds. 

Or, one gram weighs 0.0022 pounds. 

Sorry to have to call attention to a 

small error, but your paper is other- 

wise so very accurate that in the in- 
terests of perfection, I thought you 
would want to be corrected. 

I’m a missionary doctor on furlough 
from British East Africa. As a family 
we thoroughly enjoy your very good 
paper. Best wishes to 7™ in your 
important ministry. — Minnesota 
reader, 

Several other readers have called at- 
tention to this mistake in the review of 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith’s book, “This 
Atomic Age and the Word of God.” One 
or two did not write as kindly as the 
missionary doctor, but another charitable 
reader, who evidently believes that Dr. 
Smith as well as the Times tries to be 
accurate said, “It is hard to believe that 
Dr. Smith would let pass such a patent 
error, when I remember his penchant 
for accuracy.” 

The Editors are always glad to find 
that the Times is carefully read, and 
willingly take this opportunity to cor- 
rect this typographical error, which ap- 
peared first in the book, and was unfor- 
tunately perpetuated in the review. 

Dr. Smith’s interesting and up-to-date 
book may be obtained by sending five 
new 22-week subscriptions to the Tres 
at $1 each. Sample copies of the Tres, 
an order blank, and circulars will be 
sent in return for a request sent by 
post card to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N, 13th.St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Speculations About the First Men 


Some very weak links in a weak chain 


. 





ROM comments received in letters 

that have come to me from certain 

believers in the theory of evolu- 
tion, it is clear that the writers are 
extremely sensitive about being asked 
to smile at what seem to be strange 
vagaries associated with the processes 
which must have occurred if the theory 
be true. 

Let me assure my readers that there 
is no desire to be offensive in using the 
material on which the leaders base their 
arguments, material which has been 
freely quoted ‘in articles in THe Sunpay 
ScHoo, Times, in order that there may 
be no misstatement regarding the posi- 
tion of those who accept the idea of an 
animal ancestry for mankind. 

It would not seem to be necessary to 
treat the theory as a sort of “sacred 
cow,” immune to criticism and to be 
handled with great reverence. There 
can be no doubt that creationists have 
been a source of amusement to their 
opponents, and we are often accused of 
being exceedingly simple-minded and 
credulous even ta the point of absurdity. 
We might as well enjoy these discus- 
sions as we engage in them and try to 
bring luminous rather than calorific rays 
of light to thé subject. A sense of humor 
is an invaluable adjunct to our study. 
And s0, let all of us be calm and thought- 
ful as we continue our investigation. 

Certain “explanations” are given to 
account for the great changes that are 
said to have taken place in the evolving 
animal. But these changes are surely 
of a miraculous nature, and are possible 
only through the intervention of a super- 
natural power which is firmly denied by 
those who attribute everything to the 
processes of natural law. 


An Amazing “Ancestor” 


The emergence of what is termed lowly 
man, from his immediate ancestor, the 
Forest Ape, is truly amazing. This crea- 
ture seems to have developed unequally 
in different regions. Thus we are tok 
that “an excellent example of this un- 
equal development of our widely spread 
ancestral stock is demonstrated by Aus- 
tralo-pithecus, the Southern Ape from 
South Africa.” This ape, according to 
the story, possessed many characters 
common to both apes and men, so that 
it was difficult to tell whether he was 
highest known ape or lowest human. 
He is given an antiquity of less than 
half a million years. 

The next step beyond the Southern 
Ape stage was.the famous Pithecan- 
thropus Erectus. Another specimen was 
found in the Western Hills near Peking, 
China, and this is affirmed to be at least 
first cousin to our Java friend, living 


This article was doubtless among 
the last of the writings of Dr. Brown, 
who was well known to Times 
readers, and whose fruitful work 
was suddenly cut short last fall when 
he met his death in an automobile 
accident. Many of his articles ex- 
posing the fallacies of evolution and 
explaining some of the wonders of 
the natural world in the light of the 
Bible appeared in this journal. 
Among his books are the following: 
“God’s Creative Forethought” (25c); 
“Footprints of God” ($1.50); “God’s 
Masterpiece” ($3); “Men, Monkeys, 
and Missing Links” (25c); “Must 
Young People Believe in Evolution?” 
(25c); “Evolution and the Blood Pre- 
cipitation Test” (25c); “God and You” 
($1); “Miracles of Science” ($2); and 
“I Will Come Again” ($1.25). All 
of the ‘above are published by: the 
Fundamental Truth Publishers, Find- 
lay, Ohio. Another very useful ex- 
posé of evolution is the eighty-two- 
‘page booklet entitled “Evolution,” 
containing the statements of many 
scientific men which shew the weak- 
nesses of this destructive theory. 
(International Christian Crusade, 366 
Bay St., Toronto 1, Can., 20c each.) 








at about the same geological time, and 
had reached approximately the same de- 
gree of development. Of course, the 
very few bones of relative Pithecan- 
thropus give us only a vague idea as 
to his appearance and character. But 
our knowledge of these early relatives 
is said to be increased as we study the 
Peking Man who, it is claimed, could 
talk, use fire, and make rough stone 
implements. He ate plants, meat, and 
probably was cannibalistic, 

We are told that “probably” one 
branch of Peking Man developed into 
the living Mongoloids, while the pro- 
genitors of Java Man “very probably” 
gave rise to the living Australian abo- 
rigines. The group of early men, from 
whom arose the modern Europeans, 
seems not to be very definitely indicated. 

The individual that belonged to the 
Heidelberg Jaw is thought to be a pro- 
genitor of Neanderthal Man, who may 
be one of our direct ancestors. Heidel- 
berg Man, according to this evolution- 
ary explanation, originated from some 
unknown offshoot of the Forest Ape 
family which developed very rapidly. 
This, then, is the lineage — Forest Ape, 
Heidelberg Man, Neanderthal Man, Men 
of Peking and Java, and Homo Sapiens, 
or present man, 

These deductions are based on very 
flimsy evidence, of course, and those 
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who offer details of origin confess that 
they are based on insufficient material, 
covering a period of about three-quar- 
ters of a million years. About 100,000 
years ago Neanderthal Man is said to 
have arrived on the scene, after a very 
long period of nomadic plains life, of 
which we know very little. After he 
became a cave dweller the story of his 
life is told in more detail. The typical 
Neanderthal Man is described as an ad- 
vanced human, with a primitive but 
well-developed social structure. 


A Strange Disappearance 


The author from whom we have 
quoted writes.of him: “He has the’ be- 
ginnings of religion, superstition, or 
magic — call it what you will. He buries 
his dead reverently . . . he believes in 
some sort of life after death. He has 
invented pressure chipping, a new kind 
of stone work, which in later years was 
brought to a high degree of perfection. 
He can make fire. He is able to hunt 
and kill . . . the most fearsome animals 
the world has ever known. He can 
exist through the bitter cold and bliz- 
zards of a glacial advance ...a man 
to be proud of in our ancestral line.” 

It might be thought that a race “so 
sturdy and resourceful would not have 
disappeared; but as the story continues, 
we find that he vanished from the Eu- 
ropean stage about twenty-five or thirty 
thousand years ago, his place on earth 
being taken by the first modern man, 
Homo Sapiens, called Cro-Magnon. The 
history of this*race is vague and frag- 
mentary. Not long ago, it was confi- 
dently stated, that they suddenly invaded 
Europe and destroyed the Neanderthals; 
but now it seems to be thought that the 
invasion was gradual, over thousands of 
years, until it brought about extermina- 
tion of the primitive Neanderthals, 
caused by interbreeding which gradually 
gave predominance to Cro-Magnon. 

These Cro-Magnons were the finest 
physical type ever produced, we are 
told. They averaged well over six feet 
in height, were splendidly proportioned, 
with big brains and handsome features. 
They are given credit for the basic civil- 
ization upon which we have built ever 
since, 

In addition to the links mentioned, 
there are several others, all said to be 
associated more or less intimately with 
the modern man, although separated by 
certain distinguishing structural char- 
acters. We have mentioned some facts 
about the bones which formed the basis 
of Pithecanthropus Erectus; it will be 
well to look at a few of the others, that 
is, the most important — Heidelberg 
Man, Piltdown Man, and a few additional 
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facts about Neanderthal and Cro-Mag- 
non. 

Only one bone is available for the 
Heidelberg race — the famous lower jaw, 
discovered October 21, 1907, by Dr. Otto 
Shoetensack, lecturer on Geology at the 
University of Heidelberg. The bone was 
dug from a great sand pit against the 
side of a valley near the village of 
Mauer, six miles from Heidelberg, in 
Germany. 

It was the only human relic in the 
pit, and there were no stone artifacts 
to keep it company, but quite a col- 
lection of fossil animals which had 
shared the lonely burial ground. The 
age of the fossils — elephants, bears, deer, 
cats, lions, bison, beavers, horses, tc. — 
is placed at about one million years. 
The owner of the jawbone therefore 
must have been contemporary with the 
animals, and so his age is placed some- 
where between three-quarters‘of a mil- 
lion and a million years. : 

The bone is very’ large, resembling 
that of a powerful ape, with certain 
apelike characteristics, but the teeth are 
said to resemble strongly modern hu- 
man teeth. This combination of ape 
characters with human provides the 
features that enable it to be classed as 
a link between lower and higher forms 
of life, and a race has even been founded 
upon this one bone, Artists have used 
their imagination and have provided us 
with face and features which adorn 
many textbooks, 

Author Roy Chapman Andrews, how- 
ever, frankly says: “Even the most 
courageous anatomist could not make a 
restoration of Heidelberg Man’s’ skull 
except by pure guesswork, ... We might 
expect a broad, heavy, somewhat pro- 
jecting face, massive eyebrow ridges, and 
a ‘bull neck.’ His food and life must 


wees 
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have been that of other primitive men, 
That, however, is about as far as anyone 
can go safely.” 

In spite of this sensible warning, a 
great deal of nonsense has been written 
about this race of men. One writer, 
after a detailed description of his form 
and life and habits, closes his interest- 
ing description by writing: “It is a 
pity that we do not really know. some- 
thing of his life. What I have written 
about his way of life is only guess- 
work.” 

Opinions differ as to the order in 
which these various specimens are to 
be placed, but usually, Heidelberg Man 
is said to be a Neanderthal in the mak- 
ing. It must be clear to any unbiased 
reader that we are dealing with very 
fanciful ideas, and that the evidence of 
evolution from animal to human offered 
by these exceedingly fragmentary re- 
mains is of the poorest kind. In any 
courtroom, in fact, it would be ruled 
out as unreliable proof of the evolu- 
tionary argument, 

Again I ask the question, Why should 
we surrender our faith in the plain and 
oft-repeated affirmation of the Bible, 
that man, full formed and perfect in 
structure, came from the almighty hand 
of God, a product of His infinite wisdom 
and power? 

We shall continue to glory in Psalm 8: 
“O Jehcvah, our Lord, how excellent is 
thy name in all the earth, who: hast set 
thy glory upon the heavens, ... When 
I consider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained; what is man, that 
thou art: mindful of him? and the son 
of man, that thou visitest him? For 
thou hast made him but little lower than 
God, and crownest him with glory and 
honor” (R.V.). 


Maintaining a Gospel Witness in Iran 


An industrial school and orphanage that is elso 
a center for evangelistic work in near-by villages 


T THE close of World War I, when 

the Near East Relief was closing 
its work in Iran and sending the numer- 
ous orphans back as nearly as possible 
to the places where they had been found, 
there seemed to be a need for a perma- 
nent work. Mr, Stead of the Presbyte- 
rian Mission caught the vision of an 
orphanage and industrial school com- 
bined for the village people around Ker- 
manshah. True, village work had been 
done, but largely by a missionary going 
there for a longer’or shorter time with 
his outfit, and holding meetings, selling 
literature, talking with those interested, 
and in any other way possible reaching 
those who seldom came in contact -with 
the Gospel. Why not meet a great need 
for the orphanage work and at the same 
time live among the village people so 
as to: be constantly in touch with them? 


This would not only reach a group of 
viliages in the same manner as formerly, 
but would also afford opportunity to 
train ycung people before they became 
permanently fixed in the mold of Islam. 

With his own funds, Mr. Stead pur- 
chased a large tract of land about six- 
teen miles from Kermanshah, on the 
border of Kurdistan and Luristan, for 
an independent work. Thus the Fara- 
man Industrial School and Orphanage 
at Kermanshah, Iran, was begun. The 
land borders for four miles along the 
Karasu River, which has cut itself into 
a deep gorge most of the way. Between 
the river and the foothills there is a 
wide plain that contains some’ hundred 
acres of flat land. In the hills there 
are as.many, if not more, acres that 
are also farmed. Practically all this 
land is unirrigated, and is farmed with 
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oxen and hand labor. When the rain 
is good, a yield of six to sevenfold is 
common, but at other times little more 
than the amount of seed planted is har- 
vested at threshing time. A few acres 


of the land are irrigated and contain a 


small garden for the use of the orphan- 
age and workers. An apricot orchard 
and, from year to. year, melons, corn, 
potatoes, and_other crops are raised as 
space permits. A few low places along 
the river contain poplar trees that are 
grown to use for,rafters and other build- 
ing uses. Rather large flocks of sheep 
and goats are taken out to pasture each 
day by shepherds. They utilize the land 
that is not used for farming, as well as 
the one-half of the land that is not 
planted for the current year, 


A few of the young men of the Near 
East Orphanage came with Mr. Stead 
to Faraman the first spring. They lived 
in tents, while they all worked to build 
a wall around the yard that was to be 
their home. A few buildings were put 
up that first year. More followed as 
rapidly as possible and as funds allowed. 
At present there are, in all, about fifty 
rooms of various sizes used for every- 
thing from stable to schoolroom and 
children’s sleeping room. These flat- 
roofed, mud buildings, like most village 
buildings, require constant care, or the 
winter rains put them out of commission 
in no time. Due to the length of time 
they have been built, as well as the haste 
with which some of them were erected, 
most have long since passed the point 
of safety for use as dwellings. Two years 
ago, when Mr. Clement P. Heydenburk, 
a Wheaton College graduate, and his 


‘family came to help, it was necessary 


for them to build their own home. After 
true Oriental speed, 1948 will be well 
along before it is finished. A few small 
rooms in their yard can be used for 
living quarters for some of the children 
till other quarters, following a cottage 
system, can be erected. A second mis- 
sionary residence has been started. These 
new buildings are all being covered with 
metal roofing, which has proved to be 
well worth the extra initial expense. 
Mr, Stead’s first wife, who had helped 
formulate the plans, died before they 
were put into effect. He went ahead 
with the plans alone. In 1933, he mar- 
ried Dr, Jennie Crozier, a médical mis- 
sionary in India. They carried on the 
work together until a year ago, when 
Mr. Stead died, following a brief attack 
of pneumonia. Over the years a large 
number of children have been cared for. 
Many of them have grown up to estab- 
lish homes in the villages. Some have 
gone into the cities and set themselves 
up in business. A few have gone on 


into higher education. A very few have 
become intelligent witnesses to real sal- 
vation. As is well known, converts from 
Islam are very, very few. God help us 
to be faithful in the place where He has 





oe 


ee 


——o 


Pa. me ae 





a 


en ee 


Lesson for July 4 


put us, even though we do not see great 
results. 

At present there are forty-six chil- 
dren in the orphanage. More than half 
of these are less than seven years old, 
as nearly as we can judge. Seven or 
eight of the older ones are professing 
Christians. School is held for those of 
proper age. In Sunday schopl, the chil- 
dren memorize a great many Bible 
verses and choruses. They have family 
worship in small groups. The girls and 
women meet for Bible study on Wednes- 
day afternoons. The boys meet Friday 
evenings for a similar purpose. The 
workers meet for devotions on Sunday 
afternoons. The work of providing food 
and clothing, baths, care for the babies, 
and so on is best illustrated by multiply- 
ing your own family expenses to cover 
about fifty children. 

When the Heydenburks came they ex- 
pected to spend most of their time in 
village evangelistic work. This was 
abruptly changed by the death of Mr. 
Stead. Mr. and Mrs. A. Avery Higgins 
are planning to come in the summer of 
1948 for this part of the work. Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen McAnlis are planning to come 
about a year later, especially for the farm 
work. The young men of both these 
families were in Iran during the war. 
All four of these young people have 
consecrated their lives to the Lord’s 
work in Faraman. The need is desper- 
ate. There are little villages of a dozen 
to a hundred people scattered through 
these hills. Using Faraman as a center, 
a day’s journey on horseback in any 
direction could reach hundreds of vil- 
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lages that are without a single Gospel 
witness. 

When we have somegpone to look after 
the farm work, we hope that the land 
will care for more of the material needs 
of the children. We also hope to develop 
the industrial part of the work further. 
This will teach the children various 
crafts by which they may earn a good 
living after they leave the orphanage. 

It has been said that Islam has more 
precept and less practice than any other 
religion. Living here we are daily re- 
minded of this by every contact. We 
know that only through the power of 
the Holy Spirit can the new birth be ac- 
complished and lives changed. One of 
the boys, at the suggestion of the mis- 


esionary had been praying for a new 


heart rather than to have the old one 
cleaned up. A day or two later, he lost 
his temper and smeared one of the other 
children with mud. The next morning 
at prayers, nothing was said about the 
new heart. Knowing how glibly lies 
flow out, this is real evidence the Holy 
Spirit is using the Word to convince 
him such actions do not come from a 
new heart. We are helpless, but with 
God all things are possible. We trust 
you will help us with much prayer. 
The American board for the Faraman 
Industrial School and Orphanage in- 
cludes Pastor J. C, Macaulay of the 
Wheaton Bible Church, Whehkton, IIL: the 
Rev. William J. McNaughton of Minne- 
apolis; and Mr, H. E. Hammer of the 
National Bible Institute, 340 West 55th 
Street, New York 19, who handles the 
correspondence for the school. ~ 


Helping Juniors To Remember the Word 


Two tested eids to Scripture memorizing 


“I will delight myself in thy statutes: 
I will not forget thy word” (Psa. 119:16). 


T HAS been my privilege to teach 

a class of eleven-year-old girls. They 
are a typical group of Juniors; active, 
alert, interesting, and eager to learn 
more about God’s Word if it is presented 
in an appealing and attractive way. The 
pupils in the class are, with but possibly 
one or two exceptions, from non-Chris- 
tian homes in which they receive no 
religious instruction whatsoever. What 
they know about God or His Word has 
come through their attendance at Sun- 
day school and through the additional 
study that they have done themselves 
during the week. 

Realizing their great need for a con- 
centrated study and a greater knowl- 
edge and practical application of the 
Word of God, I arranged a simple plan 
of Scripture memorizing. My first con- 
sideration was the selection of appropri- 
ate Scripture verses to be committed to 


By DOROTHY BRUNSELL 


memory. This was not difficult, as the 
Word of God is full of choice morsels 
of spiritual food. However, I decided 
to use an alphabetical arrangement. 
Verses containing facts about sin and 
salvation, words of warning, of comfort 
and promise, instruction. and guidance 
were chosen. Every letter of the al- 
phabet was represented by a _ verse. 
These were typed and compiled into 
little individual booklets for each mem- 
ber of the class. Beside each versé 
was left’ ample space for a gold let- 
ter to be inserted when the pupil 
memorized the particular verse assigned. 
I found that the girls were eager to learn 
every verse in order that the book might 
be complete with every letter of the al- 
phabet represented. ; 
Careful consideration to the verses 
themselves has been given. The im- 
portance of the message and the truth 
of the Word have been emphasized. The 
practical and personal application to the 
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life of the individual pupil has been 
made. Written examinations and quizzes 


* in the form of “true or false” statements; 


Bible verse identification tests, and others, 
that have as their purpose “to make 
the verse live” have been of great help 
to the pupil as well as the teacher in 
determining the students’ conception of 
the Word. 

Fearing that the girls would in a few 
weeks forget the verses they had al- 
ready learned, a test was planned The 
test was presented in the form of a game. 
This is how the game was made and 
played: 

From some bright colored art con- 
struction paper, a card approximately 
six by nine inches was cut. Nine blocks 
were: squared off on each card and in 
each alternating block a white gummed 
label was pasted with a Scripture quo- 
tation or a Scripture reference written 
thereon. The verses that were used 
were the verses that had previously 
been memorized. The cards were dis- 
tributed so that each pupil had the same 
number of cards and an equal number 
of Scripture verses, for which she was 
responsible. Smaller cards, each con- 
taining a Scripture quotation or location, 
were made out and placed in a bag. 
These cards were drawn one by one from 
the bag and the Scripture quotation or 
reference, as the case may be, was read 
by the teacher. If a Scripture quota- 
tion. was drawn, the pupil having the 
correct reference shown in a block on 
his card, and recognized it as such, re- 
ceived a small, bright-colored disc which 
was placed on the block, showing that 
it had been answered correctly. If the 
pupil failed to recognize the proper re- 
sponse as to a reference or a quotation, 
she lost the point value of the block. A 
record of the pupil who misquoted a 
verse or spoke out of turn was also kept 
by the teacher; a penalty of one point 
for each error being deducted from the 
total score at the end of the game. This 
eliminated the probability of the pupil 
responding whenever a Scripture was 

(Continued on page 561) 








Reprints of the Hymn 
“This Earthly House” 


N THE May 1, 1948, issue of THe Sun- 

DAY SCHOOL TiMEs both the words and 
music of a new hymn, “This Earthly 
House,” were printed. The four stanzas 
were selected from seven of an original 
poem by Miss Beth Coombe Harrig that 
was printed earlier in the Times (No- 
vember 15, 1947). The musical setting 
and a chorus were prepared by Mr. 
Grant Colfax Tullar, the composer of 
many well-known hymns, including 
“Face to Face With Christ My Saviour.” 

Doubtless many Times readers will 
want a copy of this fine new hymn suit- 
able for placing in hymn books or Gos- 
pel song books. With this in view,.a 
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double-page reprint of “This Earthly 
House” has been made available. It is 
so arranged that it can be folded and 
pasted in the front of your own hymn 
book or the books of your Sunday school 
or church. Included are also the three 
additional verses that were part of the 
original poem. 
The reprint, on good, white paper, 
may be had for 
5 cents each; 
35 cents a dozen; 
or 

$1.50 a hundred. 
Just address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for “This Earthly 
House” reprints. 


In the Hand of God 


(Continued from second page) 


the hand of God. Solomon says, speak- 
ing of this very matter, that at death the 
spirit returns unto God who gave it 
(Eccles. 12:7). But the spirits of the 
deceased are in the hand of God either 
for good or for ill. Which shall it be 
for us? Recall those awful words: “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God” (Heb. 10:31). At 
death the sinner falls into the hands of 
the living God. And what further hap- 
pens after that, the wonderful Book of 
Job tells us in’ these words, “For,God 
shall cast upon him, and not spare: he 
would fain flee out. of his hand” (Job 
27:22). Matthew Henry’s comment here 
is worth quoting. He says on this verse 
in Job: “The damned sinner, seeing the 
wrath of God break in upon him, would 
fain flee out of his hand; but he cannot: 


the gates of hell are locked and barred, - 


and the great gulf fixed, and it will be 
in vain to call for the shelter of rocks 
and mountains. Those who will not be 
persuaded now to fly to the arms of di- 
vine grace ... will not be able to flee 
from the arms of divine wrath.” 

But for the children of God this is 
a ‘truth full of comfort. Our blessed 
Lord Himself comforted His dying mo- 
ments with it. Stephen, the Christian 
martyr, found comfort in it. “And they 
stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” 
(Acts 7:59). And the Apostle Peter, 
thinking of the last moments’of the Lord 
on the cross, writes these significant 
words, which surely bear on this subject, 
that the spirits of the deceased are in 
the hand of God. He says, “Wherefore 
let them that suffer according to the will 
of God commit the keeping of their souls 
to him in well doing, as unto a faithful 
Creator” (1 Pet. 4:19). The Apostle 
Paul also found great comfort in this 
truth. In his last Letter to Timothy, 
he says that he is persuaded that God 
would keep and guard him unto His 
heavenly Kingdom. (See 2 Tim, 1:12; 


4:18). He knew that his spirit would go 
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to God, and that it would be in the hand 
of God. 


It must be noted ythat Fanny Crosby 
did not write hér famous hymn, “Safe 
in the Arms of Jesus,” in reference to 
the ‘spirits of the deceased children of 
God: she wrote it for little children; 
and yet Christians the world over have 
found no better words to express their 
sentiments in reference to the deceased 
in Christ than these words: 


A Tribute to My Husband 


N APRIL 22, 1948, a door opened in 


Heaven, and my beloved husband,” 


Howard Wren Nicholson, entered in. 
He dwells now in that land which is 
afar off, but which has long seemed 
dear and familiar to us, because we have 
lived so close to it, I for many, ‘many 
years, and he for fourteen months. 


When Paul was caught up into it even 
briefly, he glimpsed such unspeakable 
glories that he was unable to put them 
into words. Yet this place is now home 
to my beloved. He daily walks there, 
amid “fulness of joy” and “pleasures for 
evermore.” The glory of God is all 
about him, and he sees the face of Him 
whom he served so faithfully. As the 


* ages unroll, his delight will only be in- 


creased. He is waiting eagerly for me, 
and when I join him “so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.” 


A sense of his utter joy and safety 
floods my soul, even while my heart is 
bleeding. During all our life together, 
especially the long years of my invalid- 
ism, he carried me on the palms of his 
hands. His tenderness and strength 
never failed me. His zest for living, 
his refreshing enthusiasm, his fine keen 
mind, his high principles and unwaver- 
ing faith—God will use them in His 
service throughout, eternity, but my 
tired heart asks, “What shall I do with- 
out them?” 


It is hard to understand why he should 
be taken and I left, alone and weak and 
helpless as I am, but our dear Lord 
knows the reason, and when He explains 
it to me I shall be satisfied. Meanwhile 
He wonderfully sustains, a day at a time. 
I shall try to carry on the tract and 
book work to which my husband gave 
so much of his time and strength. May 
I ask you to pray that I may so live 
that I may not be a disappointment to 
him and to my precious Lord? 


Howard was a strong, vigorous out- 
door type of man, and to be laid low 
with coronary heart trouble and forced 
to spend fourteen months in bed was 
much harder for him than my years of 
invalidism were for me. But it was a 
joy to see him daily growing in grace, 
and to know that he will be richer 
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Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast, 
There by His love o’er-shaded, 
Sweetly my soul shall rest. 
Christians realize that in singing these 
words they are giving expression to a 
truth not only in poetry, but in the in- 
fallible Word of God, and their assured 
faith is that the spirits of the deceased 
in Christ are safe in the hand of God, 
and, being safe, are joyful there. 


By MARTHA SNELL NICHOLSON 


through all eternity because of that year 
in bed. 

Among his things I found this slip of 
paper, evidently the dedication of the 
book he was planning to write: “Dedi- 
cated to my dear wife, whose Christian 
courage and fortitude are ever my in- 
spiration, whose loving devotion my 
strong tower.” All my earthly days I 
shall wear these words proudly, like a 
crown, and some day soon shall lay 
them at our dear Lord’s feet as together 
we bow before Him. Come quickly 
Lord Jesus, come quickly ! 


WILMINGTON, CALIF. 


Since Yesterday 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 


LONG the golden streets 

A stranger walks tonight 
With wonder in his heart — 
Faith blossomed into sight. 


He walks and stops and stares, 
And walks and stares again — 
Vistas of loveliness 
“Beyond the dreams of men, 


He who was feeble, weak, 
And shackled to a bed 

Now climbs eternal hills 
With light and easy tread. 


He has escaped at last 
The cruel clutch of pain; 

His lips shall never ‘taste 
Her bitter cup again. 


O never call him dead, 
This buoyant one and free, 

Whose daily portion is 
Delight and ecstasy ! 


He bows in speechless joy 
Before the feet of Him 

Whom, seeing not, he loved 
While yet his sight was dim. 


Along the golden streets 
No stranger walks today, 
But one who, long homesick, 
Is home at last, to stay! 





Note.—The above poem and another about 
Heaven will be sent, in any number, without 
charge, to those who send a stamped and self- 
addressed envelope to the author, 1406 Lagoon 
Ave., Wilmington, Calif. 
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Lesson for July 4 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JULY 4. MICAIAH, A PROPHET OF ISRAEL 
1 Kings 22:1-40; printed text, 22:5-9, 13-18, 26-28 
Golden Text.—As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will | speak.—1 Kings 22:14 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Kings 22:5 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, 
Enquire, I pray thee, at the-word of the Lorp to day. ’ 

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about 
four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go 
up; for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 

7 And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lorp 
besides, that we might enquire of him? 

8 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet 
one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire 
of the Lorp: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good con- 
cerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king 
say so. 

9 Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, Hasten 
hither Micaiah+the son of Imlah. 


13 And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto 
him, saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good 
unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be 
like the word of one of them, and speak that which is good. 

14 And Micaiah said, As the Lorp liveth, what the Lorp saith 
unto me, that will I speak, 


15 So he came to the king. And the king said unto him, 


Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall 
we forbear? And he answered ,him, Go, and prosper: for the 
Lorp shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 

16 And the king said unto him, How many times shall I adjure 
thee that thou tell me nothing but that which is true in the name 
of the Lorp? 

17 And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as 
sheep that have not a shepherd: and the Lorp said, These have 
no master: let them return every man to his house in peace. 

18 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell 
thee that he would prophesy no good concerning me, but evil? 


26 And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, and carry him 
back unto Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the 
king’s son; 

27 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, 
and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, 
until I come in peace. 

28 And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the Lorp 


hath not spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, O people, every 
one of you. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N ORDER to appraise the attitude of 
Micaiah aright we need to familiar- 
ize ourselves with the story of Je- 

hoshaphat, king of Judah, as recorded 
in 1 Kings 22 arfd 2 Chronicles 17 to 20, 
inclusive. While his was, in the main, 
a life of obedience, yet the Spirit of God 
directs special attention to the outstand- 
ing weakness of this otherwise great 
king, rather than to his general trend 
of devotion to the will of God. For 
there was one particular in which Je- 
hoshaphat was sadly lacking: he did not 
seem to be able to say “No.” Amiable, 
kindly, pious, and desiring to please 
God, nevertheless he failed to maintain 
that holy separation from fellowship 
with the ungodly which would have 
been his strength and would have glori- 
fied the Lord far more than mere pas- 
sive obedience. 

The seventeenth chapter of 2 Chron- 
icles is indeed a delightful account of 
devotion to God on the part of this ear- 
nest and gifted ruler. But the eighteenth 
chapter (of which 1 Kings 22 is largely 
an exact duplicate) tells a very different 
story. It shows Jehoshaphat entangled 
in an unequal yoke with the godless 
king of Israel, Ahab, against whose un- 
holy ways he had strengthened himeelf 
in the earlier years of his‘reign (2 Chron. 
17:4). The fact that his son married 
the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel is 
a sad commentary on the state of his 
home. It was an alliance that had very 
sad results later on (2 Chron. 21:6; 22:2, 
3, 10). 
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The unyielding, uncompromising stand 
of Micaiah appears in vivid contrast to 
the weak and vacillating attitude of 
Jehoshaphat, and, doubtless, had an ef- 
fect upon that king for good in the 
years following Ahab’s unhdppy death. 


The Historical Setting 


Micaiah the prophet lived in the days 
of Jehoshaphat, who reigned over Judah 
from 914 to 889 B.C. He seems to have 
lived and prophesied in the northern 
kingdom, where he was a thorn in the 
side of the godless king, Ahab. We 
know nothing of his experiences other 
than what are recor@ed in the present 
portion, 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 22:5.—“Enquire, I pray thee, 
at the word of the Lord to day.” Jehosha- 
phat, who had fallen into a snare by 
promising to go out to battle against the 
Syrians as an ally of Ahab, king of Is- 
rael, was uneasy in his conscience. Fear- 
ful that he had made an agreement too 
hastily, he asked that they seek counsel 
of the Lord through a divinely inspired 
prophet. ; 


Verse 6—“The king of Israel gathered 
the prophets together, about four hun- 
dred men.” These were all professional 
seers, who were linked with the mixed 
Baal and Jehovah worship, for which 
Jezebel, Ahab’s idolatrous queen, was 
responsible to a great degree. They 
readily acquiesced with Ahab’s plans, 
assuring him that the Lord was with 
him and would enable him to defeat the 
Syrians. 


Verse 7.—“Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lord?” Jehoshaphat was not sat- 
isfied with the four hundred, in spite 


of their unanimity. He wanted to con- 
sult with one who was definitely known 
as a prophet of Jehovah, 

Verse 8—“There is yet one man, 
Micaiah, ... but I hate him.” Ahab knew 
Micaiah to be an uncompromising enemy 
of the order he and Jezebel had estab- 
lished in the northern’ kingdom. He 
complained that he never prophesied 
good concerning Ahab’s plans or pur- 
poses, but only evil. However, Jehosha- 
phat realized this was just the type of 
prophet he wanted —a man who feared 
not man because of his faithfulness to 
God. 


Verse 9.—“The king of Israel called 
. . . and said, Hasten hither Micaiah 
the son of Imlah.” Although he disliked 
to do so, Ahab felt bound to accede to 
Jehoshaphat’s request; so an officer was 
dispatched to bring the detested Micaiah 
into the royal presence. 


Verse 13.—‘The messenger ... spake 
unto him, saying, Behold now, the words 
of the prophets declare good , . . with 
one mount: let thy word ... be like the 
word of one of them.” It was a veiled 
warning to acquiesce in the verdict al- 
ready given; otherwise one might get 
into serious trouble. 


Verse 14.—“Micaiah said, As the Lord 
liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, 
that will I speak.” It was a noble utter- 
ance and revealed a spirit subject to the 
divine control. Micaiah felt he dared 
not tamper with the truth in order to 
gain popular favor or to save himself 
from suffering. 


Verse 15.—“So he came to the’king,” 
who put the question direct, inquiring 
if the Lord would prosper the expedi- 
tion- against Syria. Knowing the answer 
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that Ahab desired, Micaiah replied, “Go, 
and prosper: for the Lord shall deliver 
it into the hand of the king.” The words 
were spoken ironically, and Ahab sensed 
it at once. 

Verse 16.—“I adjure thee ... tell me 
nothing but that which is true.” Thus 
challenged, Micaiah could do no other 
than proclaim the mind of God, however 
unpopular it might be to the haughty, 
godless king. 

Verse 17.—“I saw all Israel scattered 
upon the hills, as sheep that have not 
a shepherd.” It was a clear prediction 
that defeat and death awaited’ Ahab as 
a result of the proposed conflict. 


Verse 18.—“Did I not tell thee that he 
would prophesy no good concerning me, 
but evil?” Ahab had demanded the truth, 
but he resented it bitterly when Micaiah 
declared it, as many others have done 
before and sinte who professed to de- 
sire the will of God, but who were set 
upon doing their own will after all. 

Verse 26—“Take Micaiah, and carry 
him back unto Amon the governor of 
the city.” He was thus placed under 
arrest because of his faithfulness to the 
truth and his loyalty to God. 

Verse 27.—“Put this fellow in prison 
... until I come in peace.” The prophet 
was to be kept in jail so that he might 
have no opportunity to flee elsewhere 
or to connive with any seeking to com- 
pass Ahab’s death, while that self-willed 
monarch went forth in vain confidence 
to carry out his plans. 

Verse 28.—“If thou return at all in 
peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me.” 
It was a keen parting shot that ought 
to have given both Ahab and Jehosha- 
phat to reconsider and call off this pro- 
jected military campaign before disaster 
befell them; but neither seemed to real- 
ize the full import of the words. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Three men stand out in this lesson: 
Ahab, a godless, insubject king, deter- 
mined to carry out his plans at all cost; 
Jehoshaphat, a godly ruler, but weak 
and vacillating at times and easily per- 
suaded into a course against which his 
own conscience protested; and Micaiah, 
Jehovah’s faithful servant, who dared to 
speak the message given him by God 
whatever the results might be as to his 
own fortunes and comfort. It is men 
such as he whom God honors. Even 
though they may be hated and perse- 
cuted, they may be assured of the divine 
approval, which is of far more value 
than the shifting favor of men of the 
world. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

At the time to which our lesson refers, 
Israel (the ten tribes in the north) was 
ruled by the wickedest king that ever 
sat on the throne of that kingdom, sup- 
ported by his corrupt queen, Jezebel, a 
Phoenician princess, who had united the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. June 27.—From Malachi to Christ. 
Daniel 2:31-45; 8; 11; Malachi 3: 
1-5; 4; Luke 1:67-79; 2:25-33; John 
10:22, 23 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. July 11.—Bezaleel, a Spirit-Filled 
Workman. Exodus 31:1-11; 35:30 
to 39:43; 2 Chronicles 1:5. 








idolatry of her land with the calf-wor- 
ship set up by Jeroboam. Judah, on 
the other hand, was relatively free from 
idolatry and prospered under Jehosha- 
phat’s wise and God-honoring rule. 
Trouble came when Jehoshaphat’s son 
became the husband of Ahab’s daughter, 
thus entering into an unequal yoke. This 
led to compromise on the part of Je- 
hoshaphat, who had formerly walked in 
holy separation from Israel’s evil ways. 
Betrayed into an alliance with Ahab, 
Micaiah’s words should have led to com- 
plete renunciation of the unholy pact, 
but weakly, Jehoshaphat carried out his 
promise, only to participate in the igno- 
minious defeat of the allied armies, 
Micaiah’s faithfulness stands out in bold 
relief against Jehoshaphat’s compromis- 
ing attitude. 


Lesson Outline 

1. An uneasy king (1 Kings 22:5) 

2. Unanimous approval of the time-serv- 
ing prophets (v. 6) 

3. Another word needed (v: 7) 

4. Micaiah, the man of God, hated by 
Ahab (vs. 8, 9) 

5. Micaiah’s declaration (vs. 13-18) 

6. The message rejected and the prophet 
jailed (vs. 26-28) 


Summaries and Applications 

Men of Micaiah’s type are always 
hated by those who*have made up their 
minds ‘to take their own way whether 
it be pleasing to God or not. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
F WHAT great prophet was Micaiah a 
contemporary? ; 
2. What two kinds of prophets were 
found in Israel, and which came first? 

3. How did God regard Johoshaphat’s 
friendship with Ahab? 

4. How much did Jehoshaphat profit by his 
defeat and the rebuke of the prophet? 

5. Why did Ahab keep 400 “prophets of 
Jehovah” when he had no intention of 
obeying Him? 

6. How was. Micaiah so readily available, 
when other true prophets, like Elijah, were 
either dead or in hiding? 

7. Why did Micaiah begin by telling a lie? 

8. Why did not Jehoshaphat stand with 
Micaiah? 

9, What is the spiritual truth involved in 
the strange story of the lying spirit? 

10. Where in the New Testament is the 
same judgment pronounced? 


(Answers on page 558) 
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The corruption of the best thing is the 
worst corruption.- The mixture of Je- 
hovah’s worship with Phoenician idola- 
try was abhorrent to God and was abom- 
inable to Micaiah. It was a sad com- 
mentary on Jehoshaphat’s vacillating 
character that he could ever think of 
allying himself with the head of so evil 
a system. 

Men often profess to be seeking the 
will of God when what they really de- 
sire is to have their own wishes con- 
firmed by someone who professes to 
speak for God, 

Micaiah’s unflinching refusal to go 
with the multitude put him in the class 
of Athanasius, Luther, and other faith- 
ful men, who dared to stand against the 
evils of their times. P 

We may be sure that Micaiah in prison, 
subsisting on bread and water, was a 
happier man than Jehoshaphat going 
forth to battle, adorned in his royal 
robes, but realizing in his heart that he 
was betraying his trust and dishonoring 
the God he professed to love and serve. 

CHICAGO, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
our Father, whose Word is truth, and 
to whom all lying is hateful, help us 
to come before Thee now in true thanks- 
giving and heartfelt prayer. Cleanse 
our lives from all falsehood, deceit, and 
dishonesty. Free us from all sham, and 
give us love for and loyalty to truth. 
We thank Thee that in our Lord Jesus 
we have one able to save His people 
from their sins. Let Thy power attend 
the preaching of Thy Gospel everywhere 
today. Cause men to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, and then satisfy 
their hearts with Thy salvation, Greatly 
bless to each of us Thy Word now, and 
through it may we be better friends of 
truth and right. Be tenderly gracious 
to all wounded hearts and stricken lives. 
Make us quick to see where and how 
we can meet the needs of others, and 
make us prompt to give the help we can. 
Behind all we do for others may there 
be a deep love for Thee. Lead us, we pray 
Thee, into the treasures of Thy grace 
and kindness toward us, and may the 
joy of the Lord be our strength. Hear 
us and answer for the sake of our Sav- 
iour. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When the British 
General Gordon was a young man he 
was given a position as secretary to the 
Viceroy of India, a responsible and well- 
paid post. One day the Viceroy received 
a big package of the writings of an In- 
dian prince. Without looking at them, 
the Viceroy told Gordon to write a note 
of thanks, saying he had read the writ- 
ings with great interest. “But,” ob- 


jected Gordon, “the parcel is not opened. 
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You cannot say you have read it.” “T 
have no time to read all these petty 
princes send me,” replied the Viceroy. 
“The important thing is to make him 
think I was interested.” “No, sir,” came 
back Gordon, “the important thing is to 
tell the truth, so that these princes may 
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trust you and the king you represent.” 
When the Viceroy said his secretary 
must write what he was told to write, 
Gordon said he would resign rather than 
write lies for his superior, and back to 
England he went by the next boat. He 
lost his job, but kept his character. 

It sometimes costs to tell the truth, but 
it always pays. It may cost in things 
this world values, but it pays in greater 
things than the world can give. Micaiah 
could have won favor with the king and 
kept out of prison by speaking what 
the king wanted to hear rather than 
what God gave him to say. But God’s 
approval counts more than man’s. Let 
us ask God to help us always to see that 
truth is more important than any passing 
gain that falsehood seems to offer us. 
In the long run it pays in Heaven’s gold 
to stand fast by truth. Pray for the 
courage of a Micaiah and a Gordon to 
hold fast the truth under all temptation, 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


The theme of this quarter’s lessons is: 
“Unheralded Bible Characters,” and 
Micaiah certainly deserves a prominent 
place among them. 


Today’s lesson contains the only posi- 
tive information we have of him. Jose- 
phus thinks that the “certain man of 
the sons of the prophets” who rebuked 
King Ahab for sparing Ben-hadad, king 
of Syria, and making a covenant with 
him (1 Kings 20:35-43), was Micaiah. 
This could be, for Ahab complained that 
Micaiah only prophesied evil concerning 
him; but we cannot be certain of that 
prophet’s identity. 

So unheralded was Micaiah, that it ap- 
pears that even Elijah did not know 
him; for he said during the reign of this 
same king: “I have been very jealous 
for the Lord God of hosts: for the chil- 
dren of Israel have forsaken thy cove- 
nant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slain thy prophets with the sword; and 
I, even I only, am left; and they seek 
my life, to take it away.” 

High on the list of unheralded serv- 
ants of the Lord today, I place Sunday 
school workers, mothers, and shut-ins. 
Only eternity can reveal the major part 
they played in the conversion and con- 
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secration of the men whom the Lord is 
mightily using today ! 

The origin of numerous, frujtful re- 
vivals has been traced to the prayers of 
housewives and patients. Many mission- 
aries are confident that the success of 
their work, under God, is largely due to 
the incessant intercession of unheralded 
prayer helpers. 

Speaking from personal experience, 
one of the great joys of Christian cor- 
respondence is the receipt of a communi- 
cation saying, “Never a day passes but 
what I mention your name at the throne 
of grace !” 


“Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of 
the Lord” (1 Kings 22:5).—King Je- 
hoshaphat was a godly king. He cer- 
tainly knew the reputation of King Ahab 
— that he “did more to provoke the Lord 
God of Israel to anger than all the kings 
of Israel that were before him” (1 Kings 
16:33). He knew about Jezebel’s wick- 
edness toward Naboth and her murder- 
ous threat against Elijah. 

It seems to us that had he inquired 
of the Lord about paying this visit to 
Ahab (v. 2), he would have been for- 
bidden to go, and would thus have es- 
caped this humiliating experience. 

But he is in Ahab’s presence now, of 
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his own accord, and Ahab takes’ ad- 
vantage of it to involve him in this con- 
flict with the king of Syria. Instead of 
inquiring of the Lord*before answering 
Ahab, and instead of maintaining ‘a’ path “ 
of separation from such a wicked char- 
acter, he hurriedly assures Ahab, “I am 
as thou art, my people as thy pcople, 
my horses as thy horses” (v, 4). What 
an unequal yoke! 

After it is formed, Jehoshaphat evi- 
dently foresees the possible issues, and 
becomes conscience-stricken, and says, 
“Enquire of the Lord.” 

Scriptural commands regarding some 
things are so definite that there is no 
room for misunderstanding; for exam- 
ple, this one, “Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). 
Prayer is a grand thing, but the only 
permissible prayer in this instance, so 
to speak, is the prayer for determination 
and strength to obey it. 

“No more partnership with unbelievers 
for me,” said a dear Christian. “I’ve 
learned my lesson—and an expensive 
one it is!” 

“Is there not here a prophet of the 
Lord besides, that we might enquire of 
him?” (v. 7).—Godly Jehoshaphat had 
discernment enough to know that Ahab’s 
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four hundred prophets were not prophets 
of the Lord. Being sustained by Ahab, 
the prophets naturally predicted victory 
for Ahab. The Chinese have a proverb, 
the gist of which is, “Favor the person 
who feeds you!” A true prophet would 
give the mind of the. Lord on the matter 
regardless of whom it offended or 
favored. 


“And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, 
what the Lord saith unto me, that will I 
speak” (v. 14).—This is a manifestation 
of the Spirit characterizing martyrs. And 
since there is no record of Micaiah’s 
final release from prison, it may be sup- 
posed that he suffered martyrdom for 
the Word of the Lord. 


The churches of Czechoslovakia have 
just been given terms under which they 
may have “freedom of religion”! They 
have been told they will not be inter- 
fered with so long as they make no criti- 
cism of the state, and if they inculcate 
patriotism and support the communist 
régime. Separation of church and state 
is a “pseudo-progressive idea” which 
must be abandoned. 


“The state is ready to guarantee the 
material needs of the Church and 
clergy,” said the communist Minister of 
Justice. “But the Church must not for- 
get that her duty is to cultivate patriot- 
ism and to support the popular demo- 
cratic régime.” 


There doubtless will be some “Mica- 
iahs” in Czechoslovakia who will realize 
that their duty is to “preach the word” 
of the Lord instead of cultivating loyalty 
to a godless communist régime. It may 
spell Siberia or death for them, but 
likely some will do it. nevertheless, 


Wawon@ Cacr. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is always interesting 

to do a new thing. That, of course, 
does not mean that it is the best thing; 
but I believe in this case it is good. It 
is the first instance that I can recall a 
whole quarter’s lessons being taken up 
with “Unheralded Bible Characters,” as 
the series is called, beginning with this 
lesson on “Micaiah, a Prophet of Israel.” 
The other characters who shall be 
studied during the quarter are Bezaleel, 
Naomi, Jonathan, Ebed-Melech, Andrew, 
Dorcas, Ananias, Aquila and Priscilla, 
Barnabas, the town clerk at Ephesus, and 
the thirteenth lesson will be on Eunice, 
Lois, and Timothy.. These might be re- 
garded as secondary personalities in the 
wonderful Bible record, though some of 
them could be rated as secondary-plus, 
as, for instance, Jonathan, Andrew, Dor- 
cas, and Timothy. These latter have in 
times past been top lesson topics, them- 
selves. But I am looking forward to an 
interesting three-months’ study of the 
They should have a 
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peculiar attraction for some of us lesser- 
knowns. 

I wonder (not to be presumptuous) if 
it would not be profitable in some future 
quarter for the Lesson Committee to 
assign us a series on the “Unnamed 
Characters of the Bible.” We have one 
of those in the above list. It would be 
a rich study. Think of the Shunammite 
woman, the misguided prophet who was 


slain by a lion (1 Kings 13), the man’ 


who was “busy here and there” and per- 
mitted his prisoner to escape (1 Kings 
20:40), the good Samaritan, the rich 
young ruler, the woman of Samaria, the 
lad with five loaves and two fishes, and 
a dozen other nameless ones who played 
an important part in the great narratives 
of the Bible, some of them tragic, and 
all more or less thrilling. 

Today, we have Micaiah the son of 
Imlah, brave as a lion, truly a prophet 
of God; and the way his prophecy was 
fulfilled is simply amazing. Ahab, the 
king of Israel, had beguiled Jehoshaphat, 
the king of Judah, to join him in waging 
war with Syria, a very powerful foe. 
It was the custom of kings to consult 
the seers before going to war, and Ahab 
had four hundred of his own selected 
seers, “yes men,” who were careful to 
make their prophecies favorable to their 
master, according to whatever he might 
want to do. Learning that King Ahab 
wanted to go to battle, they with one 
accord said, “Go up; for the Lord shall 
deliver it [Ramoth-gilead] into the hand 
of the king.” 

But Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, had 
his suspicions of that bunch, and he said 
to Ahab, “Is there not here a prophet 
of the Lord besides [these], that we 
might enquire of him?” “Yes,” replied 
Ahab, “there is yet one man, Micaiah 
the son of Imlah . . . but I hate him; 
for he doth not prophesy good concern- 
ing me, but evil.” “Ah,” said Jehosha- 
phat, “don’t talk that way; call him and 
let us see what he will say.” Ahab sent 
for Micaiah, who, by the way, was al- 
ready in prison because he had been 
courageous enough to tell the king the 
truth. 

The officer who went.to bring Micaiah 
was foxy. He said: “Listen, brother, 
you are going into a delicate situation. 
Four hundred of the king’s seers have 
already told him his campaign will be 
a success; you had better fall in line 
with those feilows, or you will get your- 
self into a deeper dungeon than you are 
in now. I advise you to make it look 
favorable.” Micaiah replied, “As the 
Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto 
me, that will I speak.” 

Then he was brought into the pres- 
ence of the two kings and their court 
attendants and all those four hundred 
fawning prophets. And King Ahab said, 
“Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth- 
gilead to battle, or shall we forbear?” 
Micaiah must have adopted a whimsical 
manner as he flippanfly replied, “Sure, 
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sure; go right up and whip the stuffing 
out.of them!” Of course it was obvious 
that he was speaking sarcastically, for 
Ahab cried out immediately, “How many 
times shall I adjure thee that thou tell 
me nothing but that which is true in 
the name of the Lord?” And that was 
the signal for Micaiah to tell the king 
“in the name of the Lord,” that he would 
lose the battle, and not only that, but 
he, the king himself, would be slain, 


Then Ahab rose in his wrath and sent 
Micaiah back to prison, while he set 
forth on his ill-fated campaign. And 
here is the amazing thing: Ahab, in 
order to avoid being a target in battle, 
disguised himself* as a private in the 
ranks; but a Syrian archer drew his bow 
and shot his arrow “at a venture,” the 
same arrow finding its way to the king, 
struck him “between the joints of the 
harness,” and resulted in his death. 

Micaiah’s prophecy came true; and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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that is the last we know of this intrepid 
servant of the Lord, who would rather 
be true to God than to save himself from 
punishment or to reap the reward of 
kings. 
AvueustTa, GA. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


WHEN TRUTH Is DANGEROUS 


HIS quarter we are going to get 

acquainted with some of the lesser 
known Bible characters. I am glad of 
it. When we get to Heaven we will 
want to recognize everyone there, of 
whom something is recorded in God’s 
Holy Word. 

Today’s lesson is about Micaiah. If 
you remember it, then when you meet 
Micaiah in Heaven, you can say, “Con- 
gratulations! I remember how you 
dared to speak God’s truth, even before 
that wicked King Ahab.” I am sure you 
would feel better than if you had to 
say, “I guess the Bible does tell some- 
thing about you, but I have forgotten 
what.” 

All we know about Micaiah is recorded 
in two chapters.in the Bible, 1 Kings 
22 and 2 Chronicles 18. Yet from this 
one incident recorded in two places, we 
learn many fine things about him. 

Micaiah had a very severe test but 
he passed with colors flying. In order 
to understand his great courage we must 
picture the scene. 

Here on his throne in his royal robes 
sits King Ahab, the most wicked king 
Israel ever had. Beside him on another 
throne sits King Jehoshaphat of Judah. 
Jehoshaphat is a good king, but he lacks 
the courage of his convictions. 

King Ahab has just asked Jehoshaphat 
to help him recover Ramoth-gilead, 
which the Syrians took from him in 
battle. Jehoshaphat has agreed to help 
him, but then asks if the Lord should 
not be consulted. 

Ahab calls together his four hundred 
lying prophets. They all assure both 
kings that this attempt will be victori- 
ous. 

Jehoshaphat timidly asks if there is 
not also a prophet of the Lord. 

Read Ahab’s answer in 1 Kings 22:8. 
In spite of Ahab’s hatred he sends for 
Micaiah to please Jehoshaphat, whose 
aid he is counting upon. Find out from 
verse 11 what one of the lying prophets 
did while they were waiting for Micaiah. 

The messenger who goes for Micaiah 
tells him that the four hundred prophets 
have all encouraged Ahab to go to bat- 
tle. Then he urges Micaiah to do like- 
wise. Micaiah’s splendid answer is our 
Golden Text. Let us read it together. 

Now here is Micaiah’s test. If he 
speaks encouragingly King Ahab will be 
pleased. If he gives God’s true proph- 
ecy he is certain to suffer persecution; 
perhaps even death. He must choose 
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between pleasing the king and pleasing 
God. Which will he choose, popularity 
or persecution? » 

Read what he said in verse 17. What 
did King Ahab say about him? What 
did the false prophet Zedekiah do? 

To what did the king of Israel sen- 
tence . him? 

When we get to Heaven we can ask 
Micaiah how long he had to stay in 
prison. I hope he got out as soon as 
Ahab was killed. If the king’s word 
was literally obeyed, Micaiah never did 
get out because Ahab never did return 
in peace. He was killed in battle just 
as Micaiah had prophesied. 

Micaiah lived and gave his message 
fearlessly about nine hundred years be- 
fore Christ. 

I want to tell you of another man to 
whom truth was more important than 
life. He lived in the latter part of the 
seventeenth century. Claude Brousson 
was his name, and he lived in France 
when that country was getting com- 
pletely under’ the control of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Claude Brousson was 
considered one of the greatest lawyers 
of France, and he was an earnest Chris- 
tian. A law was passed saying that all 
persons who would not conform to the 
Catholic Church would be killed. Brous- 
son managed to escape to England. But 
he did not remain there, He thought of 
all the people of France who would now 
have no opportunity to hear the true 
Gospel, and he believed God wanted 
him to go back to them. 

French Christians had secret meetings 
in the woods at night. Claude Brousson 
preached at many of these. He encour- 
aged all the Christians with whom he 
could get in contact. He gave the Gos- 
pel to everyone he met, when he felt he 
had God’s leading to do so. Sometimes 
the people he had tried to win to Christ 
reported him to the authorities. Then 
Brousson would have to slip away to 
another part of France. A big reward 
was Offered,for information which would 
lead to his capture. But some of those 
who could have claimed it would not 
do so because they remembered his many 
acts of kindness. , 

But finally Brousson was arrested. His 
guards were ordered to bring him by 
boat up the canal to the dungeon await- 
ing him. Claude Brousson was so kind 
and courteous that the guards hated to 
handcuff him. They told him that if 
he would give his word not to try to 
escape they would not chain him. Brous- 
son promised. 

As the boat came up through the night 
Claude Brousson came up on deck to 
enjoy quiet communion with God while 
his guards were sleeping in the cabin 
below. Unknown to him the heart of 
Tardif, the steersman, had been touched, 
He thought it a shame that such a fine 
man should be tortured and killed just 
because he believed differently from 
those in power. Tardif looked around 
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to make sure that all the rest of-the-crew 
were asleep. Then he steered the boat 
close to one side of the canal at a point 
where it was possible to land. There he 
locked the tiller and pointing to the 
land whispered to Claude Brousson, 
“Now’s your chance to escape.” 

Claude Brousson said, “My brave 
friend, I thank you, but I cannot go.” 

“Why?” said Tardif. “There is no dan- 
ger. Only be quick.” f 

“Nay, friend, it is impossible. I have 
given my word not to try to escape.” 

“Man, your life is at stake! You are 
going to torture and to death! What is 
a broken promise compared to that?” 

“God is a God of truth. I cannot break 
my word even to save my life. I would 
forfeit His blessing. But I thank you, 
brave and kind friend, for your gener- 
ous thought. God bless you and bring 
you safe to His Heaven.” 

Claude Brousson went on to prison 
and to death. But he did not go alone. 
The God of truth walked with him. 
An eyewitness who watched him.on the 
morning of his execution wrote, “I can- 
not describe the firmness with which he 
walked. It was as if he were going to 
a festival.” A few minutes later he heard 
his Master’s “Well done.” 

Brousson, like Micaiah, spoke and 
lived God’s truth in spite of persecution. 
He preferred death to dishonoring the 
Lord by untruthfulness, 

God grant that you and I may be brave 
enough to stand for God’s truth in spite 
of any kind of persecution which we may 
be called upon to endure. And may we 
follow as closely Him who is “The. 
Truth” as well as “The Way.” 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Brave Enough To Tell the Truth 
(1 Kings 22:13-18) 


UPPOSE you were walking down 

the streets of Heaven! Whom would 
you wish most to see and talk with? The 
Lord Jesus Himself? He was the one 
Stephen saw at his first glimpse into 
Heaven (Acts 7:55, 56). But after you 
had seen the Lord Jesus and thanked 
Him for dying for you and bringing you 
to this beautiful Home of His, perhaps 
you would find others you were glad 
to see, your baby brother who died, and 
Grammie. Would you look for King 
David and Peter and Daniel? Maybe 
while you are telling Daniel how you 
admired his courage and how you tried 
to be more like him in being true to 
God, he says: “And do you know Mi- 
caiah, Baruch, Ebed-melech, and Ana- 
nias? They were brave, too, though they 
did not get to be so famous as some of 
us. Here they are.” And you are in- 
troduced.- But you can’t say anything 
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to them, for, you don’t know a thing 
about them. How ashamed you are as 
Daniel says: “You don’t know them! 
Why, every one of them was in God’s 
Book. Didn’t you read it? In Sunday 
school, didn’t you get acquainted with 
God’s men and women?” 

Each Sunday this summer we are go- 
ing to get acquainted with a new man 
or woman who lives in the Bible, but is 
not as famous and well known as some 
others. You don’t want to miss a Sun- 
day, or there will be one less:person in 
Heaven whom you will be glad to see! 

Today we meet Micaiah—in 1 Kings 
22! There are two kings in the story. 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, had gone to 
visit Ahab, king of Israel. (Indicate 
kingdoms ona map.) “Jehoshaphat, will 
you help me fight to get back a city 
that belongs to me?” asked Ahab. “Sure, 
I'm right with you,” replied Jehoshaphat. 
The kings, dressed in their royal robes, 
were sitting on thrones by the city gate 
where there was a great open space. 
“But, first, ask the Lord about it,” said 
Jehoshaphat. So Ahab called his 
prophets to ask them what God said. 
“Shall I go fight for the city or not?” 
“Go,” said every prophet; “the Lord will 
give it to you.” But Jehoshaphat was 
not satisfied. “Isn’t there a prophet of 
the Lord here that we might ask?” “Yes, 
there’s Micaiah, but I hate him. He al- 
ways predicts bad luck for me.” How- 
ever, the king sent an officer for him. 
The officer warned Micaiah: “All the 
prophets speak good. You’d better agree 
with them.” Micaiah replied, “I'll say 
what the Lord tells me to.” In the end 
Micaiah told the king that the other 
pretend-prophets were lying, and that 
the king would be killed. The king 
ordered Micaiah put in prison and given 
only bread and water until he came 
back victorious. 

How do you suppose the battle came 
out? (Tell incidents of 1 Kings 22:30- 
38.) Don’t you: think Micaiah would be 
a good friend of Daniel? He had to go 
against the king and all the people 
around, too, bravely serving his God. I 
don’t know what happened to Micaiah 
when the king didn’t come home vic- 
torious. I hope he was let out of jail, 
but maybe no one thought of him in all 
the excitement about a dead king. Per- 
haps you can ask Micaiah when you 
meet him in Heaven! 

“As the Lord liveth, what the Lord 
saith unto me, that will I speak” (1 
Kings 22:14, Memory Verse), said Mi- 
caiah. The Bible tells us that “God, 
who ... in time past spake unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son” 
(Heb, 1:1, 2). Where do we get His 
words now? Yes, in the Bible. Would 
you make Micaiah’s promise your prom- 
ise? How can you keep it? I think 
the Bible will tell you (Matt. 5:34a, 37; 
Eph, 4:25, 29; Jas. 3:9, 10; 4:11a). 

Do some of you have magazines at 


\ 
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home from which you may cut pictures? 
Look for a picture of a person, perhaps 
a boy or girl talking. Plana poster 
with Micaiah’s ‘name and promise and 
the picture. Close with prayer for vic- 
tory over that tongue that no man. car 
tame. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions won which illus- 
trations are accepted may from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is aid for each 
illustration accepted, a $2 soe = Ly one. 
Illustrations must reach the three 
months in advance of the A | should 
ae be clip ed from earlier “Tilustration Round 

ables.” Preference is is given to Tastrettons 
ka the printed lesson text. Because of 

resent paper shortage, readers are cies 4 
fim imit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

False Doctorin’ Indeed.—As the Lord 
liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, 
that will I speak (1 Kings 22:14, Golden 
Text). In a school examination, the ex- 
aminer put the question, “What is false 
doctrine?” Up went a little boy’s hand, 
and there came the answer, “It’s when 
the doctor gives the wrong stuff to the 
people who are sick.” False doctrine, 
indeed! Reports of sermons that we see 
in the press and that we hear from some 
preachers show that there are pulpit 
doctors who are giving the “wrong stuff” 
to sin-sick souls—From the Bible Cham- 
pion. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Nor God’s Work, Either.—That will I 
speak (1 Kings 22:14, Golden Text). I 
heard the carpenter telling some boys 
how to miter a corner. “You can’t do 
carpenter work,” said he, “until you 
learn to respect a straight line.”"—From 
the Home Journal. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Empty Shells.—Let thy word, I pray 
thee, be like the word of one of them 
(1 Kings 22:13). An Illinois thief stole 
five hundred dollars worth of shoes, the 
entire stock of a store, and in addition 
played a trick on the dealer by leaving 
all the empty boxes, putting them back 
where they belonged. One after another 
the customers arrived the next day, and 
the dealer pulled out box after box, only 
to find that each was empty. That was. 
« strange theft, but something like it 
takes place all the time in the spiritual 
world, for there are many thieves of 
faith — writers and speakers who make 
it their business to destroy faith in God, 
in Christ, in the church, in religion. 
But they always leave the boxes. They 
always leave the shell of what they have 
taken, in order to fool people into think- 
ing they have taken nothing at all.— 
From the Christian Endeavor World. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Why They Didn’t Come—How many 
times shall I adjure thee that thou tell 
me nothing but that which is true in 
the name of the Lord? (1 Kings 22:16.) 
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A Unitarian minister who preached that 
wild doctrine of universal salvation, 
which is so popular just now, once met 
an old-fashioned Baptist brother, who 
was not a well-educated man, but who 
had a crowded congregation, while he 
had only a dozen or two to hear him 
eloquently discourse. The Unitarian 
said: “I cannot make out how it is that 
there is such a difference in our congre- 
gations; you get so many to hear you, 
and I so few. I preach a very pleasing 
doctrine. I tell the people that all will 
be right with them at last. I do not 
worry them with any doctrines of re- 
pentance and faith and atonement, and 
yet they will not come to hear me. You 
preach a very dreary doctrine, and you 
tell the people that except they repent 
they shall perish and be cast into hell, 
and yet they crowd your place to hear 
you. How is that?” “Well,” said the old 
man, “I think it is, my friend, because 
they have a shrewd suspicion that what 
I say is true, and that what you say is 
not true."—From “Spurgeon’s Sermon 
Illustrations,” edited by David Otis 
Fuller. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


A Life Not Worth Living.—Tell me 
nothing but that which is true in the 
name of the Lord (1 Kings 22:16). When 
“Pepper” Martin, hero of the Cardinal’s 
victory in 1931 World Series, was asked, 
“What is your ambition?” Now tells us 





For some time a larger number 
of illustrations on the Golden Text 
have been received each week than 
have been sent in for the verses in 
the printed lesson text. Since only 
one or, at the most, two illustra- 
tions are accepted each week on 
the Golden Text verse, this means 
that many good illustrations must 
be rejected; and, at thg same time, 
the illustrations from which choice 
is made for the printed text verses 
are very much reduced. It is sug- 
gested, therefore, that contributors 
restrict their illustrations on the 
Golden Text to not more than one 
for each lesson, 











that he answered, “My ambition is to’ 
go to Heaven!” The questioner rejoined 
with a flippant, ““You wanna play a harp, 
eh?” To this, Martin said: “Mister, I 
don’t think that’s funny. TI should be 
used to it by now, but I’m not. People 
don’t want to be mean, I guess, but they 
sure do pretty well without trying. All 
I've got to say is this: If there’s any- 
thing wrong in reading the Bible every 
day and believing what’s in it—if 
there’s anything funny about wanting 
to go to Heaven when you die—then 
I’m afraid that life isn’t worth living.”— 
From the Home Evangel. Sent by Anna 
A, Milligan, Sterling, Kans. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Where Few Kings Go.—Micaiah said, 
If thou return at all in peace, the Lord 
hath not spoken by me (1 Kings 22:28). 
The thriJl of the answer of a dying tutor 
of King James I, when the king sent 
to inquire how he was, never leaves the 
heart. “Tell my sovereign. that I am 
going where few kings go.”—-From Dawn 
Magazine (British). Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Brave Enough To Tell the Truth 
(1 Kings 22:13-18) 
UPPOSE we call this the surprise 
quarter, for most of the characters 
about which we study are new to the 
children. To darry out the surprise idea, 
use the flannel board, and put your 
pictures for each Sunday in a separate 
envelope, and open thém each Sunday 
in front of the class where the children 
can see what comes out. Use the pic- 
tures as you tell the lesson story. 

The first person we become acquainted 
with is Micaiah, a prophet. To repre- 
sent him, make a -figure in Oriental 
dress. You know you can use any draw- 
ing or picture from a magazine, on the 
flannel board, just by pasting a piece 
of flannelette on the back go it will stick 
to the board. 

The story of this prophet is interest- 
ing. He was the only prophet who would 
tell the truth to the kings of Israel and 
Judah. They wanted to know whether 
to go to war or not. All the other 
prophets told them to go ahead and God 
would go with them, but Micaiah told 
them he saw a picture of Israel and 
Judah scattered like sheep without a 
shepherd. Make some pictures of sheep, 
and scatter them over a hillside with- 
out a shepherd. Sheep without a shep- 
herd are the most helpless things in the 
world, and so this was a good picture. 
It is also one that the children can un- 
derstand. 

But the kings would not listen to him, 
in fact, they sent him back to be put in 
prison until they came home victorious 
from the war. The king of Israel was 
killed, just as Micaiah had said he 
would be. 

This is a good lesson to show the chil- 
dren how it costs sometimes to tell the 
truth; but God always wants us all to 
tell the truth. Sometimes children are 
tempted to lie to keep from being pun- 
ished, but sooner or later, Mother or 
Daddy finds out that they lied, and then 
they are punished more severely. 

No matter what it costs, tell the truth. 
It is always best. We read that about 
four hundred prophets prophesied lies 
to these two kings, and we do not even 
know their names. All we know about 
them is that they lied. One lying 
prophet made horns of iron and told the 
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“I Shall Tell My 
Heavenly Father 
About Your Love” 


From a Hebrew Christian in Ger- 
many comes this stirring note: 


“I have no words to express my 
happiness and my thanks to God 
and to you for the precious food 
package. My words are too small 
to express what I feel. I stand be- 
fore you with empty hands and take 
this food package out of the gracious 
hand of the Lord Jesus Christ my 
Redeemer. Indeed God is a very 
present help in trouble. 

“We are two old women (one of 
us suffering with cancer) on the 
way to our Heavenly Home. When 
I see my Heavenly Father I shall 
tell Him about your sacrifice and 
your love, and the great joy which 
you brought to us in our stricken 
country after we had lost every- 
thing.” 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MIS- 
SIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, 
INC., ministers to such as these in 
every part of the world. Thousands 
of Hebrew Christians and Jews 
travail in physical and spiritual af- 
fliction. Now is the hour for every 
child of God to show forth the love 
of Christ in an unmistakable manner. 

In His name and for His sake, will 
you join us in this greatest service 
any Christian may render at this 
time? Thousands of parcels of food 
and clothing, medicine, as well as 
the Word of God and a Christian 
testimony, must go out immediately. 

May we count on your prayers and 
gifts to strengthen this labor of love? 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-S Witherspoon Building 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Jeseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. * 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
/ Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors and also on request. 
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kings they would push the Syrians with 
them. His name was Zedekiah. The 
rest of them are forgotten, but the name 
of Micaiah is in God’s Word as a true 
prophet, one who spoke what God told 
him to speak, 

You might put on the board, two 
columns, one headed TRUE and one 
FALSE. Under the true put just one 
name, Micaiah, and under the other put 
Zedekiah and four hundred other 
prophets. Under that print the Memory 
Verse, “Speak ye every man the truth.” 

In this day when a lie is excused so 
lightly, make this lesson as impressive 
as possible. Ask the children some ques- 
tions. Is it ever right to lie? Is there 
such a thing as a white lie? Who is the 
father of lies? Make them do some 
thinking, as much as children so young 
can concentrate. 
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ther information on request. Address: 
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2811 N. Racine Ave. Dept. 15 Chicago 13, lil. 


LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and he!p requested. rite to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 
P I d 1—A Work of Path 
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Surely not one of the children wants 
to follow Satan. He is the one who 
makes them lie. He loves a lie. He de- 
ceived Eve in the Garden of Edgn with 
lies. Whenever you lie, you are griev- 
ing God and pleasing the Devil. And 
one other thing. If you begin lying when 
you are a little child, you will form a 
habit of lying, and it is a terrible thing 
in your fife when you are older. You 
get so you cannot tell anything exactly 
as it was, you always tell it a little 
wrong, until people never believe you. 
And God always knows when you lie. 
His eye sees just what happens, and He 
hears what you say; He knows whether 
you are truthful or a liar, and here is an 
awful thing, but we know that it is true 
— He is not going to have any liars in 
Heaven. God has said that no liar can 
enter the heavenly city. How careful 
we must be about our tongues! If you 
have a lying tongue, ask the Lord Jesus 
to send His Spirit to guard it for you, 
and keep you truthful. He will do it. 

FELTON, CALIF, 


ye 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 552) 
1. Elijah. 


2. The writing prophets, whose writings 
form part of the canon of Scripture; and the 
non-writing prophets, whose words and 
works are incorporated in the historical rec- 
ords. The non-writing prophets came first. 
(See Jude 14.) 


3. As a betrayal. (2 Chron. 19:1, 2.) 


4. It required a second disaster to cure 
him of his sin of compromise (2 Chron. 20: 
35-37; 1 Kings 22:48, 49). 


5, They were not true prophets, but pro- 
fessionals, who pandered to the desires of 
the king for favor. See the forwardness 
of Zedekiah (1 Kings 22:11). 


6. He was in prison (v. 26). 


7. Actually it was noncommittal, but an 
echo (probably ironical) of the words of the 
false prophets to emphasize the difference 
between that and God’s message. 


8. Between being helpless in his compro- 
mised position and overwhelmed by the ma- 
jority vote, he was speechless. 


9. God’s judgment on those who refuse the 
truth is to be destroyed by falsehood. 


10. 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12. 








HOW MAY ATOMIC ENERGY 
AFFECT YOU... in the tight of 


final judgment according to the Bible? 


This noted Biblical authority, pastor, professor 
reveals his conclusions after extensive study o 
atomic physics, ancient and modern philosophies 
and theories as related to Biblical teachings 
ang prophecies. 

This book is the first evaluation of those 
elements, an important work of profound 
meaning for all Christianity. 


Published by 
W. A. WILDE CO., Boston, Mass. 
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Children at Home 


ll. Water 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


OW right across from the school was 

a cluster of shops and a few houses 

occupied by Hindus. Shanti, a little 

Hindu girl who lived there, came to the 

school every day. Of course her father 

would not allew her to live in the school, 
nor to eat and drink there. 

“Remember,” Shanti’s father told her, 
“Hindus do not eat and drink with Chris- 
tians, even if they are gqod people and 
have a good school.” 

“The teacher read us a story about 
the Water of Life,” said Shanti. 

“All water brings life,” said her father. 
“No one and nothing can live without 
water.” 

“But this is another Water,” insisted 
Shanti. “No one will ever be thirsty 
again who drinks of this Water, the 
teacher said.” 

“That is strange; I never heard of such 
water.” 

“It has something to do with Jesus, the 
Christians’ guru-teacher,” Shanti went 
on. “He said, ‘I am the water of life.’” 

One_ night long after the schoolgirls 
were asleep, Feroza was wakened by a 
bright light. 

“Bua!” she called, “what makes the 
bright light?” 

Bua Mariam woke, too, and jumped 
up. “It’s a fire!” she said. “Girls, there’s 
a fire across the road in the shops of the 
Hindus !” 

Soon all the schoolgirls were roused. 
“That’s where Shanti lives,” said Fe- 
roza. “Can’t we do something?” 

“Yes, we can,” Mariam answered. “We 
have lots of water; quick, girls, let’s 
form a line.” 

Quickly the girls formed a line, some 
pumped water into earthen jars, and 
one girl handed to another brimming 
jars of water all down the line, till the 
water reached the burning shops. The 
men there gladly took the water and 
used it to put out the fire, and some of 
the shops were saved. 

The next day, when Shanti came to 
school, her father was with her. 

“T want to see the missionary,” he said. 

Shanti ran to call the missionary. 

“We Hindu shopkeepers,” said Shanti’s 
father, “want to thank you for what 
your schoolgirls did to help us. Our 
shops might all have been destroyed, be- 
cause we did not have enough water 
to put out the fire.” 7 

“Everyone loves Shanti, and wantéd 
to help when they saw her home was 
in danger.” . 

“Shanti tells me much about the 
school. Just the other day she was talk- 


ing about water—some strange water. 
She said if one drank this water he 
would never be thirsty again. We Hindus 
have sacred springs, shrines to which we 
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go on pilgrimages, but never have I 
heard of such water as this. Is it a 
sacred spring of the Christians?” 

“We Christians do not have sacred 
springs to worship,” replied the mission- 
ary, 
ship, our Lord Jesus, has told us that 
He Himself is the water of life, that 
whoever drinks of Him, that is, eomes 
to Him and confesses Him as the only 
Saviour, will have peace and rest, and 
everlasting life. He will satisfy the thirst 
of all. Would you like to know more 
about our Lord Jesus?” 

“Yes. Shanti has told me something 
of Him, and when shé talks of Him my 
heart is warmed and cries out to hear 
more.” 

“You are thirsty,” said the missionary. 

“Thirsty? What do you mean?” asked 
Shanti’s father. 

“You are thirsty for the Water of Life. 
Here, take this little Book, and read 
more about Him who can quench our 
thirst, and satisfy our hearts, and give 
us peace.” 

“Peace !” said Shanti’s father. “That’s 
what we all want. I'll read the Book.” 

Then Shanti’s father went back to his 
shop, to read about our Lord Jesus, who 
satisfies every hungry and thirsty heart. 
And Shanti ran to find Feroza, who was 
as happy as she could be that she could 
help save her*little Hindu friend’s home. 

NEw WILMINGTON, Pa. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 4 
1. America’s Christian Heritage 
(Deut. 8:7-19) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE accurate record of God’s dealings 
with the Israelite nation, as found 
in the Oid Testament, is more than in- 
teresting history. Paul tells us in 1 
Corinthians 10:11, “Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensamples: and 
they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world [age] 
are come.” The verses chosen for our 
Scripture lesson this week have, there- 
fore, a special significance for us, first 
‘ as Christians, and, second, as citizens of 
a great and powerful nation, whose his- 
tory paratlels in many ways thai of the 
Israelites. ° 
On this Fourth of July, which is rec- 
ognized as the birthday of our nation, 
we shall do well to ponder these ad- 
monitions and warnings to Israel, and 
profit by them while there is yet time 
to check our downward pace into the 
same disaster that overtook Israel be- 


“but He whom we serve and wor-° 
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cause she failed to heed these very 
warnings. 


bd 


1. The Inheritance——The first three 
verses of our lesson remind us of the 
inheritance God gave to Israel. It was 
a land of plenty, well-watered and fer- 
tile, in which they lacked nothing. God 
has given to America a land even richer 
in its natural resourses, We have done 
little except to exploit and dissipate 
what God has given us. In many in- 
stances we have wasted our natural re- 
sources in our haste to skim off the 
cream and satisfy our own greed. 

God had delivered Israel from power- 
fal enemies that stood in the way of the 
occupation of the land. He enabled her 
to defeat enemies far beyond her 
strength and training. The history of 
the United States shows how close the 
parallel has been in our land. The little 
group of colonies disorganized and weak, 
and often jealous of one another, in 
answer to the prayers of God-fearing 
leaders, was enabled to defeat a long- 
established and entrenched mother coun- 
try, and to snatch victory out of the 
very jaws of disaster and defeat. God 
brought the new fepublic through peril- 
ous waters of dissension and indiffer- 
ence, and later enabled her to put down 
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Position as companion for chdesty pes . 
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WANTED: son or semi-invelid. Address 


No. 646, Sunday School Times, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 
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Stonthdy Publication, “‘The Bible Today” 
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registered by New York State Regents, granting B.RE. and Th.B. 
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48 pages of Hard-Hitting Bible Truths 


“The most for the money” in facts about the times, 
guidance, teaching, prophetic illumination. Serves 
interest of family, teachers, preachers, 12 monthly 
features and departments. Sub. $1.20 a yr. 
Subscribe today. In U.S. A. 10 mo. $1 
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Your fellowship in westing, praying, giving is invited. 
Gospel and Le ae literature supplied free to mission- 
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will continue to be so. 
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AWave We Kept Them 
flive - to Let Them 
Die You? 


Food — Clothing — Money 


Do you remember that used clothing you gave to 
the NAE a year— two years — or more— ago? 
member? It was worn then. 


Remember, too —in all but a very few instances, Christians 
receiving our relief have never received a stitch of clothing or 
any form of assistance from any other source. 
our relief — or none — and there is every indication that this 


Send your used clothing and contributions to: 


WAR RELIEF COMMISSION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 


‘Urgently Needed 


Re- 


It is rags now. 


It has been 


NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


will give this book to anyone sending 
in FIVE NEW twenty-two weeks 
subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 





In THe Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 


“The note of triumph that one 
would expect*in such a book by 
Dr. Smith is found in his last 
chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord's re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 


“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work He has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; arid for his challenge to 
remember that’ ‘we have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts’ (2 Pet. ¥:19).” 


This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth. Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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a system of piracy that some of the great- 
est nations then existing had been un- 
able to conquer. 

In the Bill of Rights to our Constitu- 
tion, the citizens of the new republic 
were guaranteed freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech and of the press, and 
freedom of assembly. As the result of 
the religious freedom thus guaranteed, 
growth and expansion of the Christian 
church took place as in no other land, 
and the widespread distribution of the 
Scriptures was: made possible, and, in 
a very large measure, the growth and 
expansion of our’ educational system. 
Many of our great colleges and insti- 
tutions of learning were founded and 
originally were maintained by the Chris- 
tian church. 

Our heritage of a democratic govern- 
ment stems, in a very large measure, 
from Christian teachings of the worth 
and importance of the individual. 


se 


2. The Responsibility.—But our lesson 
verses show that Israel not only had a 
marvelous inheritance, but she had a 
great responsibility. And here again 
our responsibility as citizens of the 
United States closely parallels that of 
Israel. Israel was warned, in verses 10 
and 14 of our lesson, against ingratitude, 
against forgetfulness, against disobe- 
dience, and againgt pride. - 

How our nation needs these warnings 
today! True, once a year we have a 
Thanksgiving Day when a mere handful 
of our people attend a Thanksgiving 
service. But the great masses of the 
people scarcely recognize and seldom 
acknowledge that most of what we enjoy 
in America is not the product of our 
own efforts, but the result of God’s 
mercy and grace. And how quickly 
even those who bear the name of Chris- 
tian forget God’s goodness after a time 
of peril is over. We can remember our 
own desires and our own trials and dif- 
ficulties, but we can quickly forget to 
be thankful for God’s goodness and daily 
provision, and for the benefits with 
which He showers us daily. How often 
do you thank Him for food and shelter 
and peace and safety? 

As for obedience, it seems as though 


* most of the people in our land, and some- 


times even Christians, are so busy satis- 
fying their own impulses and desires 
that they have little time to think about* 
what God wants. How many of your 
decisions are based first of all on what 
God expects? In fact, many scrupulously 
avoid reading God’s Word just because 
it reminds them of their responsibility 
to love and honor and obey their Maker. 

Can we help but see that America’s 
heart is “lifted up” today? We hear 
much about our military might, our 
national greatness, our resources, our 
inventive genius, our industrial organ- 
ization, but very little about God who 
gave us the ability to invent and dis- 
cover and organize, or about His owner- 
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ship of the resources that we sq light- 
heartedly use and dispose of, 


ve 


3. The Peril—With the reminder to 
Israel of her great inheritance, and of 
her responsibility, came also a warning 
of her peril (vs. 19 and 20). God warned 
her that just as far greater nations had 
been destroyed before her in order that 
she might become great and established, 
so should she perish if she forgot her 
God, and failed to walk in His ways. 
And God’s warning of such a peril comes 
to America today. She stands at a place 
of great opportunity before the nations 
of the earth. If she continues to forget 
God, and to go her own way, rather than 
to walk in His way, then America, too, 
must follow Israel, and all other nations 
that have forgotten Him, and have for- 
saken Him. If she puts her trust in 
military might and resources, and forgets 
to call upon God to defend her, and 
neglects to walk in the humility and 
righteousness that will make it possible 
for God to defend her, even her great 
spiritual heritage cannot save her from 
defeat, disgrace, and oblivion. 

Let us pray, then, for a great national 
spiritual awakening and revival that will 
turn the hearts of the people of America 
back to God in repentance and confes- 
sion of sin, and to a closer walk with 
Him. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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New Testaments and Relief 
for Europe 


HE need for both spiritual and mate- 

rial food for the people of Europe 
is still urgent. In view of this the Mil- 
lion Testaments Campaign of Philadel- 
phia (1505 Race St.) has decided to send 
its executive secretary, Mr. George T. 
B. Davis, over to Europe this summer, 
to arrange for the publication and dis- 
tribution of New Testaments in various 
languages for Jews and Gentiles, and to 
minister material relief. 

Mr. Davis plans to sail on July 2, and 
to return early in September. He will 
greatly appreciate the prayers of the 
readers of THE SunNpDAY ScHooL Times for 
health, strength, and wisdom, and the 
guidance and infilling of the Holy Spirit, 
as he goes on this Bible and relief 
journey. 

Mrs. Davis and the workers in the Mil- 
lion Testaments Campaign office in Phil- 
adelphia will also appreciate the prayers 
of the readers of THe Sunpay ScHooL 
TIMEs as they carry on the work in Mr, 
Davis’s absence. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Helping Juniors To Remember 
the Word 


(Continued from page 549) 


called. Ten points for each block is sug- 
gested as a good score. This gives a 
total count of one hundred, ‘providing 
that two cards containing five blocks 
each are used. About twenty or twenty- 
five minutes of a class meeting is needed 
to play this test game. I decided also 
to use a Bible verse drill occasionally 
in the lesson period. To do this I pre- 
pared a nine by twelve-inch card, on 
which was printed the Scripture verse 
and on the reverse side the reference. 
These verses and references are flashed 
to the pupils, who in turn respond col- 
lectively with the reference or the quo- 
tation, as the case may be. The pupils 
may be tested individually, or the class 
may be divided into teams in which 
scores are kept to promote greater in- 
terest and competition, 


I have found these methods of Scrip- 
ture memorizing most effective as well 
as interesting. The girls are most eager 
to learn the verses that they may play 
the game, and in so doing, consciously 
or unconsciously commit to memory the 
precious truths of God’s Word. * 

WETHERSFIELD, CONN, 


ye ° 
With the New Books 


\ 

The Salvation of God. By Oswald J. 
Smith, Litt.D. (The People’s Press, 100 
Bloor East, Toronto, Can., $1.) As pointed 
out in the foreword, the prevalent teach- 
ing of today tends to confuse the true 
nature of the conflict between light and 
darkness, life and death, the Church and 
the world, Christ and Satan. “The 
Adamic nature has by no means been 
abandoned as hopeless or helpless ‘by 
the great mass of writers and teachers. 
They commend its virtues, defend its 
failures, press its claims, present its at- 
tractiveness, and conceal its deceitful- 
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> Old Fashioned Revival 





CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 








American Indian Students 


with a burning zeal to evangelize ets 
own pagan brethren are coming to 
Cook Christian Training School in 
Phoenix, Arizona, the heart of 
Indian country, for training as minis- 
ters and Sunday school workers. The 
school jis overflowing with fine young 
men and women. More quarters are 
needed. Write for circulars of how 
you an help. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
4050 N. Second St., Phoenix, Arizona 


Interdenominational 
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Stewardship 


Popular Gem Bonk 
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tin, attractive label, 
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‘only 
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Security 


MITE BOXES 


Heavy cardboard collap- 


sible. 3 styles. “‘M 

ing” Christmas an 

A 100 only $3.00. 

At your dealer or direct. 
talog free. 


Offer- 
Easter. 





| H. DIETZ, INC. 


10S. Wabash Dept. 16 Chicago 3, im. 











Do You Know... 


without Christ? 


Hyman J. 
Appelman 


THE NEED IS GREAT! THE ‘TIME iS RIPE! 


to turn? 


WILL YOU PRAY? 


"Ts tt Nothing to You?” 


@ That 6,000,000 Jews have died in 15 years 


@ That Palestine is flaming with war? 
@ That 10,000,000 Jews know not whither 


WILL YOU GIVE? 





Harry A. 
Ironside 


DOORS ARE OPENING TO USI 
WILL YOU INTERCEDE? 


Will you invest in souls for eternity? Write 


American Association for Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 


HYMAN J. APPELMAN, President 


Winona Lake, Indiana 


HARRY A. IRONSIDE, Chairmen 
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WHY WE DON’T SMOKE 
By John Robbins Hart 
Clergyman, psychologist, lecturer 
Pamphlet, 5c per copy. Large quantities at lower rates 
4245 Westminster Avenue Philadelphia 4, Pa 





* would like position in 
Secretary bookkeeper church or institution 
Adv. No. 645, care of Sunday School Times, 325 North 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


FREE 


to any Evangelical Christian Minister, Sunde School 
or Missionary Su erintendent, one c (“A SPIRIT 
UAL LIGHT SWITCH’ 


”” for each family in Te. ation 
oviding he will agree to give a talk on TIT 
bet a, Cemnanen. Write stating number of can 


TITHER Loe Angeles 13, California 


Washington Bible Institute . 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles, President 


Write for catalogue 











A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by ill offerings. 
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Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
Sg 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Young People’s and Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 

Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


: naeaiceamattan 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 
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Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 


Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 
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ness.” The author of this little book 
aims squarely to combat the results of 
such erroneous teaching, making crystal 
clear God’s own Word on the subject 
of man’s need of the salvation that only 
He can give. He shows that it is not 
to be found in church membership, ordi- 
nances, and many other things in which 
men are led to trust. The import of the 
message is unmistakable, and its pres- 
entation terse, emphatic, and convinc- 
ing. 


The Gospel According to Paul. By 
Frederick P. Wood. (National Young 
Life Campaign, Farrington St., London, 
E.C. 2; 5/, net.) A really excellent series 
of Bible studies on the Christian life 
as presented in Paul’s Epistles has been 
prepared by one of the leaders of the 
Young Life Campaign, a movement in 
Great Britain antedating the American 
Youth For Christ. The great truths of 
justification, adoption; identification with 
Christ, sanctification, separation, and 
many other themes are dealt with in a 
very clear and Scriptural manner. The 
deeper experiences of victory and power 
are emphasized. There are illuminating 
comments on many passages of Scrip- 
ture. The illustrations are not lengthy, 
but they really let in light. An indi- 
vidual Christian will derive much help 
from its perusal, but it is also intended 
to be a textbook for Bible study classes. 
The chapters are well outlined, and at 
the end of each is a set of questions to 
stimulate thought and discussion. There 
is a paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13 
which has the Sunday school teacher 
particularly in mind. We quote the first 
section: “Though I speak with the 
tongues of scholarship, and though I use 
approved methods of education, but fail 
to win my pupils to Christ, or to build 
them up in Christian character, I am 
become as the moan of the wind in a 
Syrian desert.” Quotable things abound; 
the book is packed full of good things. 


Expository Notes on the Epistles of 
James and Peter. By H. A. Ironside, 
Litt.D. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; 
$2.) Those who delight in expository 
preaching are agaip in debt to Dr. Iron- 
side for a very excellent treatment of 
three rather generally neglected Epis- 
tles. In one hundred and sixty pages 
the three books are epitomized as fol- 
lows: “James—a living faith, evidenced 
by righteous living and godly behavior; 
1 Peter —a Christian’s life consisting of 
good deeds and patience in suffering 
evil; 2 Peter—a saint’s stand, being 
faithful in the day of apostasy — stand- 
ing fast.” 


Believers may well be thankful that 
the Holy Spirit called upon “James, the 
Lord’s brother” (as Paul speaks of him, 
Gal. 1:19), who “believed not” in the 
early days, to write his practical Let- 
ter on the theme of faith. The divisions 
indicated by Dr. Ironside are “Victori- 
ous Faith,” “Manifested Faith,” “Con- 
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trolling Faith,” “Controlling and Ener- 
gizing Faith,” “Submissive Faith,” and, 
finally, “Patient and Expectant Faith.” 
These themes are well presented, and 
show us how “faith without works 
{which man can see] is dead.” 


At such times as these, when trials are 
multiplied and human uncertainties are 
so evident, the Christian Church should 
read, study, circulate, and propagate the 
message of 1 and 2 Peter. In Peter’s 
First Letter, one learns of the true grace 
of God wherein we stand (1 Pet. 5:12), 
not so much the grace that saves (which 
Paul has expounded), but the grace 
that keeps and ‘gives victory over trials 
and suffering. The theme of the Epistle 
is, “In the Wilderness with God.” 

Peter’s Second Letter is particularly 
helpful in this day, as the theme is, 
“Faithfulness in a Day of Apostasy.” 
Pastors will do well to study this 
volume, and some up-to-date preaching 
of the Word should result. The atomic 
age may well be closely related to the 
perhaps not far-distant Day of the Lord. 


What of the Night? By Wm. Edward 
Biederwolf, D.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) 
Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome, 
saying, “The night is far spent, the day 
is at hand.” The Christian is to live in 
constant expectation of the coming of his 
Lord. Without setting dates, this little 
volume helps us to do this. Events now 
taking place cause us to look up and to 
lift up our heads, for our redemption 
draweth nigh. Dr. Biederwolf, being 
dead, yet speaketh to our edification. 
When he delivered these messages in 
the 1930's, ey were up-to-date. Al- 
though some of his illustrations are now 
slightly behind the times, they serve to 
accentuate the fact that this world sys- 
tem’ is traveling rapidly toward catas- 
trophe. We are brought face to face 
with some of the startling signs of the 
times as we read the first message, 
“What of the Night?” The backslider 
should be halted by the second message, 
“Demas the Quitter.” He adds to these 
arresting titles such others as “The 
World’s Greatest Kidnaping ° Story,” 
“Touring an Unborn World,” and the 
like. The volume is quickly read, and 
is stimulating to thinking and true to 
the Word of God, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M, Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


. June 28 to July 4 


Mon.—1. Kings 22:5-9. A Sincere Prophet. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Micaiah the son 


of Imlah.” This little-known man gives 
the whole world a remarkable view of 
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the sincerity of a prophet of God. He 
was hated for the truth’s sake, but, 
nevertheless, without fear of the face of 
the-king and his false prophets, he de- 
livered God’s message notwithstanding 
threats of punishment. He used no flat- 
tering words for a cloak of malicious- 
ness. He had not men’s persons in ad- 
miration because of advantage. His 
rewards from God have infinitely out- 
weighed all that he suffered for right- 
eousness sake. Pray for Roberts Junior 
College, North Chili, N. Y. 


Tues.—Psalm 15. Sincerity in Life. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He that walketh 
uprightly, . . . and speaketh the truth 
in his heart” Righteousness in heart 
and life are-marks of Christian sincer- 
ity. Unless we have clean hands and a 
pure heart, Christian profession is bald 
hypocrisy. God sees the heart; people 
observe our behavior. Unless we have a 
conscience void of offense before God 
and men, and indicate under tests of 
life a fixed purpose to walk before God 
in truth, sincerity falls to the ground, 
Sincerity in life is manifested in godli- 
ness. Pray for the Summer School of 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, III. 


Wed.—Matthew 11:7-10. Portrait of a Prophet. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A prophet.” The 
Lord who knew called His servant John * 
the Baptist “more than a prophet.” Min- 
isters plus appear from time to time. 
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Christ commends them, as He did John, 
for their modes of life, manner of work, 
ministry of grace, and humility of spirit. 
His title for John, “my messenger,” is 
one for every minister to covet and win, 
Pray for Taylor University, Upland, Ind. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 6:1-8. A Prophet’s Call. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” God 
never uses an unprepared servant. And 
He never calls to His service until the 
servant is made ready to hear that com- 
mand. Thus Isaiah, in mind and heart, 
was prepared for God’s call, and for re- 
sponse to the same. His trials and in- 
structions all played a part in that great 
moment when he said, “Here am I; send 
me.” Do not overlook God’s prepara- 
tives. He may be getting you ready just 
now for some foreordained service (see 
Eph. 2:10). Pray for Southern Highland 
Evangel, Inc., Biggs, Pike Co., Ky. 


Fri.—Amos 3:1-8. A Prophet’s Message. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Surely the Lord 
God will do nothing, but he revealeth 
his secret unto his servants the prophets.” 
God will never keep His own people 
in the dark. His prophecies are like 
a lamp in a dark place. The things He 
has foretold are for us and our children. 
As prophets went to God for their mes- 
sage, so we must go to the written Word 
for ours. And as they spoke God’s Word 
faithfully, let us do the ‘same, whether 
men accept or reject the truth; but let 
us speak in truth and love, with meek- 
ness and in weakness. Our message is 
the Gospel. Pray for Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, Inc., Box 870, Glendale 5, 
Calif. 


Sat.—John 8:31-36. Freedom in Truth. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples in- 
deed; and ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” We 
must love the truth as it “is in Jesus” 
(and not what some people call “the 
truth”) if we want to be free from the 
law of sin and death, and freed from 
the “yoke of bondage” to the weak and 
beggarly elements of the world. We 
must love the truth, or we shall never 
really know the truth. Pray for the 
Russian Missionary Society, Inc., 1844 W. 
Monroe St., Chicago 12. 


Sun.—Psalm 138. Trust in God. 

Prayer Succestions: “Though I walk 
in the midst of trouble, thou wilt re- 
vive me.” Never:be discouraged; and 
never be a discourager. Trust in the 
Lord at all times. You may be sad, but 
remember that God is the God of all 
hope. Hope thou in God. You will yet 
sing your songs to Him upon the harp 
with a solemn sound. You may be all 
hedged in, but ‘you still have access to 
God. Look up; God is for you and not 
against you. Believe His Book no mat- 
ter how things look. Pray for the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, 21 West 46th St., New 
York 19. 
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Do your Sunday School 
papers have the 


APPEAL? 


* POWER and MY COUNSELLOR pass 
the 3A: test 
1. Appeal to the EYE 
2. Appeal to the MIND 
3. Appeal to the HEART 


Only Sunday School papers with the 3A 
‘appeal can compete with today’s worldly 
attractions and reach your pupils with a 
spiritual message. POWER and MY 
COUNSELLOR get the blue ribbon on 
the 3A test . . . they're away out in front 
when it comes to all-around, top-quality 
appeal. 


Check the 3A APPEAL of POWER and 
MY COUNSELLOR for yourself. Use the 
coupon below to get free sample Copies. 
DO IT TODAY! POWER for teen-agers 
and young adultt—MY COUNSELLOR 
for 9- to 13-year-olds. 


“Dept. SSP-68 
Please send me— 
(J)____ Free sample copies of POWER. 
(jJ__-__Free sample copies of MY COUN- 

SELLOR. 


Name. 


Add 
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Just one heart-warming letter—but it tells the story of many of the 
178,000 rural children, in 5,000 schools, who received free Gospels of 
fohn from Moody Colportage Division last year. 

Similar letters tell of souls saved through the half million books, 
tracts and Scripture portions distributed each month by the Colportage . 
Division. This literature is provided free to hospitals, prisons, and serv- 
ice centers, and is printed in 17 languages for Christian work in 38 


foreign lands. 


- You can have an important part in this great ministry in print by 
sharing in the work of Moody: Bible Institute through your prayers and 


gifts. 
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